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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadter-General B.D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
G. O. No. 133, Wasurnaton, Dec. 16, 1874. 

I. Medical officers in charge of hospitals, and com- 
pany commanders, will hereafter not be permitted to 
dispose of any portion of the savings on rations except 
to the Subsistence Department. 

II. Whenever articles forming the component part 
of the ration are required for the use of companies or 
hospitals, in addition to the quantities issued by the 


Government, they must be purchased from the Sub-| U 


sistence Department. 


G. O. No. 184, WasHineton, Dec. 21, 1874. 


General Orders Nos. 24 and 101, of 1874, from this 
office, are revoked. 





CrRcULAR, WASHINGTON, Dec. 14, 1874. 

The standard for recruits will, until further orders, 
be as follows: 

For Artillery and Infantrv, five feet four inches and 
upwards in height, and weight not less than one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds nor more than one hundred 
and eighty pounds. 

For Cavalry, not less than five feet five inches and 
not more than five feet ten inches in height, and weight 
not to exceed one hundred and fifty-five pounds. 

This will not be applicable to Musicians, or to re- 
cruits for Colored regiments, the present regulations 
for enlisting whom will still remain in force. 


Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, December 19, 1874. 
Major Thomas J. Leslie, U. 8. Army (retired) —Died 
November 25, 1874, at New York City. 
First Lieutenant William Burns, ui 8. Army (re- 
tired)—Died December 7, 1874, at Washington, b. C, 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending December 21, 1874. F 


Wednesday, December 16. 


Ordered to his statvon.—Private George E. Hoffman, 
K, Second Artillery, to return to his station at Fort 
Monroe. 

Revoked.—Transfer of Private Wilbur Dorcey, D, 
Second Infantry, to C, Third Cavalry. 

Jo be discharged.—Privates Wilbur Dorcey, D, Sec- 
ond Infantry, to date July 13, 1870; Albertus B. Whit- 
ney, O, Seventeenth Infantry, now supposed to be at 
Fort Abercrombie, D. T.; Eli Stone, H, Eleventh In- 
fantry, to date May 21, 1874; Recruits William Gor- 
man and Samuel J. Day, General Service, to date 
October 29, 1874; Second Class Private John Fitz- 
simons, Ordnance Detachment, now at Watertown 
Arsenal, Mass. 

Relieved.—Ordnance Sergeant Adolph Dangerfield, 
U. 8. Army, from duty at Fort Jefferson, Fla., and 
‘will proceed to Fort Clark, Texas. 

Superintendent Louis P. Himer (recently appointed) 
will proceed to Baton Rouge, La., and report in per- 
son to Major James Belger, Quartermaster, for assign- 
ment to duty at the National Cemetery at that place. 

Leave of absence for six months on Surgeon’s certifi- 
cate of disability is granted Captain William Thomp- 
son, Seventh Cavalry (Shreveport, La.) 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant E. 
M. by > Ordnance Department, in Ordnance Orders 
No. 68, November 13, 1874, is extended fifteen days. 


Thursday, December 17. 


The telegraphic order of November 30, 1874, from 
the War Department, directing Major Alexander 
Chambers, Fourth Infantry, to proceed to this city on 
adjournment of the Board, of which he was a member, 
in session at Watervliet Arsenal, West Troy, N. Y., is 
confirmed. 

1o be discharged. —Privates Henry C. Stauff, B, Nine- 
teenth Infantry, now supposed to be with his com- 
mand; H. Cortes Filson, M, Second Cavalry, now with 
his command; John Sattler, E, Third Artillery, now 
with his command; Frank Ferguson, I, 3rd Artillery, 
now in confinement at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H.; Jere- 
miah McAuliff, H, Sixth Cavalry, to date January 9, 
1874; Adolphus Seidel, B, Seventh Infantry, to "date 
August 24, 1864. 

ransferred.—Unattached Private Frederick Hoff- 
man, Second Artillery, now at Presidio, Cal., to the 
Fourth Artillery. 

Hospital Steward David Blair, U. §. Army, will be 
discharged the service of the United States to take 
effect the date of this order. . 


Friday, December 18. 
Major Alexander Chambers, Fourth Infantry, will 


proceed to Fort Fetterman, Wyoming Territory, on 
public business, and, on completion of the same, will 
return to this city and settle his accounts with the Gov- 
ernment. - 

Superintendent Charles Reich, of the National Ceme- 
tery at Barrancas, Fla., is discharged the service of 
the United States, to take effect January 1, 1875. 

Under the special circumstances of the case, and to 
complete his record on the rolls, Oliver P. Hershey is 
hereby mustered into service as First Lieutenant, 25th 
Ohio Volunteers (second entry into service), to date 
from October 2, 1865, the date he rejoined his com- 
mand for duty. 

To complete his record on the rolls, First Lieutenant 
Theodore C, Bowels, 15th Ohio Volunteers, is mustered 
out and honorably discharged from the military service 
of the United States, to date May 16, 1862, the date 
prior to that of his acceptance of an appointment as 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, U. 8. Volun- 
teers, 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at Fort Columbus, N. Y. H., on the 21st day of De- 
cember, 1874, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for 
the trial of Recruit James Beaucamp, General Service 

. Army, and such other prisoners as may be 

brought before it. Detail for the court: Major R. E. 
A. Crofton, Seventeenth Infantry; First Lieutenants 
C. B. Western, Fourteenth Infantry; F. M. Lynde, 
First Infantry; R. G. Rutherford, ‘Twelfth Infantry; 
Second Lieutenant C. H. Gorringe, Eleventh Infantry; 
First Lieutenant William Auman, Thirteenth Infan- 
try, judge-advocate of the Court. No other officers 
than those named can be assembled without manifest 
injury to the service. The Court is authorized to sit 
without regard to hours. 
Second Lieutenant H. W. Howgate, Twentieth. In- 
fantry, Acting Signal Officer, is appointed to act as 
Special Inspector on such camp and garrison equipage 
and ordnance stores, for which First Lieutenant Rt. f. 
Strong, Fourth Artillery, Acting Signal Officer, Fort 
Whipple, Va., is responsible, as may be reported un- 
serviceable and presented to him for inspection. 


[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Saturday, December 19, 1874, and 
on Tuesday, December 22, 1874, Special Orders for 
Wednesday not completed]. 


Monday, December 21. 
To correct and complete his record on the rolls, 
First Lieutenant Hugh McAuley, 8th Wisconsin Vol- 
unteers, having been retained in service subsequent. to 
the muster of his command, September 5, 1865, under 
orders hereby confirmed, is mustered out and honor- 
ably discharged to date January 31, 1866, the date he 
was finally relieved from duty, under Special Orders 
No. 5, January 5, 1866, from Headquarters Military 
Division of the Gulf. 
In connection with a telegram of the 7th instant, 
from this office, to Lieutenant-Colonel 8. B. Holabird, 
Deputy Quartermaster-General, his journey to Wash- 
ington is hereby confirmed, and he will remain in 
Washington until his presence before the Commission- 
ers of Claims shall not be deemed longer necessary, 
when he will return to his station. 
Superintendent Johu W. Keough (recently ap- 
pointed) will proceed to Fort Barrancas, Fla., and re- 
port in person to First Lieutenant E. K. Russell, First 
Artillery, Acting Assistant Quartermaster, for assign- 
ment to duty at the National Cemetery at tbat place. 
Hospital Steward John Moore, U. 8. Army, now on 
duty at Fort Stevens, Oregon, will be honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States on receipt of 
this order at the place where he may be serving. 
Revoked.—Transfer of Private Henry Dunn, D, 
Sixth Cavalry, to G, Third Cavalry. 
To be discharged.—Privates Charles L. Bradley, K, 
Fourth Cavalry, now a deserter at large, to date De- 
cember 4, 1871; Walter Shoemaker, A, Sixth Cavalry, 
now with his command; Patrick McCarthy, B, Third 
Infantry, now with his command, to enable him to 
enter the Soldiers’ Home, to which transportation is 
furnished him; James 8. Post, I, First Infantry, now 
with his command; George T. English, E, Third In- 
fantry, now with his command; a any Se Gen- 
eral Service, now with the Signal Service Detachment, 
at Fort Whipple, Va. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant A. D. 
B. Smead, Third Cavalry (Fort McPherson, Neb.), in 
Special Orders No. 116, May 27, 1872, from this office, 
is extended one year, with permission to go beyond 
sea. 


———— 
— TE EES CTE 


winter instructions for the e season at this : 

Torrepo Duty.—The weekly details of two o 
in turn for torpedo duty, will continue as heretofore, 
It is expected that each will spend at least six hours 
daily in the laboratory; in other respects existing orders 
remain in force. The room for the instructions of the _ 
enlisted men having been prepared for winter use, a 
weekly detail of one non-commissioned officer and 
eight privates will be made from the companies in turn. 
These details will be so arranged as to include, in suc- 
cession, every man in the battalion not especially ex- 
cused. 

PxrotocRaPuy.—The pheseenter laboratory hav- 
ing been sufficiently enlarged to furnish the necessary 
facilities, without interrupting the regular instructions 
of the non-commissioned officers, every officer on duty 
with the battalion will so far qualify himself in the 
theory and practice of this important auxiliary of en- 
gineering operations in the field, as to be able to give 
any needed instructions to his men in its practical ap- 
plication for copying maps, and for taking views with 
the camera. - 
AsrronoMy.—Work in the observatory, and the 
daily observations of the officer of the day for time, 
will be suspended during the inclement season; but 
will be resumed in the spring, as directed from these 
Headquarters. 

MerrgoroLogy.—The usual hourly meteorological 
observations at Willet’s Point will begin on January 2, 
and will continue for sixty consecutive days. The ob- 
servers will consist of all the lieutenants on duty with 
the battalion at this post, and of eight non-commis- 
sioned officers from each of the three companies, to be 
selected by the captains. Each tour will consist of two 
consecutive days, and the observers will be excused 
from all other duty during that period. 
InFanTRY.—Company commanders will see that 
their companies are kept well drilled in the manual of 
arms, and that they are practiced in the bayonet ex- 
ercise. 

THEORETICAL InstRUCTIONS.—Recitations of non- 
commissioned officers will be conducted daily (Satur- 
days and Sundays excepted) at such hours as on | be 
selected by company commanders. The latter will be 
the instructors of their companies, the subalterns yaar 
assistants. Regular classes will be formed in field forti- 
fications (including mining), pontoniering, submarine 
mining according to the new Manual; to) ! 
drawing, infantry tactics, and the use of the railroad 
transit. Each recitation will be marked upon the 
West Point system; and, at the close of each week, a 
list showing the marks of each non-commissioned 
officer, in each branch, will be forwarded to battalion 
Headquarters. These recitations will be attended by 
all the company non-commissioned officers except the 
sergeant and corporal of the guard, the police sergeant, 
the depot sergeant, the sergeant in charge of prisoners, 
the instructor of music, the acting drum-major and the 
battalion printer. The evening session of the school 
for the post children will be held between the hours of 
2 and 4 P. M. curing the continuance of the above 
recitations. During the winter season, the school for 
soldiers, ordered by Act of Congress, approved Jul, 
28, 1866, will be established. Attendance will be vol- 
untary, the object being to extend aid to such enlisted 
men as desire to devote a portion of their winter’s lei- 
sure to study. This school will be under the charge 
of the Battalion Adjutant and Quartermaster. Sessiqns 
will be held between 7 and 8 Pp. m. on Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days, and Fridays of each week. : 

West Porst.—The drill of Company E being under 
the direction of the Superintendent of the Military 
Academy, it is requested that, as far as practicable, the 
non-commissioned officers and men may have instruc- 
tions similar to that of the rest of the battalion; and 
that a consolidated report of the recitations of the non- 
commissioned officers in each branch may be for- 
warded to these Headquarters, at the close of the 
season. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdq’rt'rs Chicago, IU 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Léacenworth 
Payment of Troops.—Major E. H. Brooke, paymas- 
ter, U.S. Army, was ordered December 19 to pay the 
troops stationed at Fort Leavenworth, Kas. On com- 
aes Ronee # foe tere ees 

amp Su Adi Sp Be 
troops auiaee x those points Fs December 31, 1874, 











To correct his record on the rolls, so much of Special 
Orders No. 99, April 27, 1872, from this office, as 
mustered out and honorably discharged Second Lieu- 
tenant Orlando H. Ross, 20th Illinois Volunteers, to 
date June 14, 1863, is revoked; and, to cover services 
rendered, his muster out from the 20th Illinois Volun- 
teers is decided to take effect May 1, 1863, the date his 
commission as Captain and Aide-de-Camp, of U. 8. 
t egamaa was issued and forwarded to him by this 
office. 








GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL ORDERS. 


G. C.-M. O. Nos. 84, 85, 86, and 87, Washington, 
November 20, 1874.—Relates to trials, etc., of enlisted 
men. 








CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 





making his first las not later than the 3d proximo; 
Major Frank Bridgman, paymaster, U. 8. Army, to 
pay the troops stationed at Chicago, in., and, on com- 
pletion, proceed to the Rock Is d Arsenal, Ill., the 
Cavalry Depot, St. Louis, and Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 
for the purpose of paying the Eo stationed at those 
points to December 31, 1874; Major C. M. Terrell, 
aymaster, U. 8. Army, to pay the troops stationed at 
Forts Riley, Harker, Hays, and Wallace, Kas., and 
Fort Lyon, C. T., to December 31, 1874, making his 
first sone as soon after the 3d pro as prac- 
ticable. ee 
Fort Union.—Captain G. C. Smith, A. , U-. 8. 
Army, depot quartermaster Fort Union, N. M., and 
First Lieutenant George F. Foote, R. Q. M., sm a 
Cavalry, was December 19 detailed as members of the 
General Court-martial convened at Fort Union, N. M. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Briqadier-General E. 0. 0. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Neb. 





Brigadier- General A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers. 
_ Wiket’s Point.—The following will be the course of 


Zwenty-third Infantry.—Leave of absence for one 








824 


month was December 12 granted Major A. J. Dallas. 
Leave of absence for one month, with permission to 
apply for an extension of six months, to take eftect 
when relieved from Court-martial duty in the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, was same date granted First 
Lieutenant George MeM. Taylor. 
Second Lieutenant James H. Winters, Twenty-third 
——, was December 17 placed on special duty to 
e, by measurements of two odometers, the 
actual distance travelled by ne trains engaged in 
carrying Indian goods and supplies from Cheyenne to 
the Red Cloud Agency. Care will be taken that the 
route measured is the one actually travelled by the 





freight teams en in hauling goods under the con- 
tract of the Indian Department vit Mr. D. J. McCann, 
Compass bearings of the courses and changes of direc- 


of streams and 
en, so that the 


tion of the road, with notes of crossin 
distances between them, will be 
route can be correctly plotted. 

Chaplain.—Leave of absence for;one month, on sur- 
goon 8 certificate of disability, was December 12 granted 

‘ost Chaplain David White, U. 8. Army. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—Official information having 
been received from the Adjutant-General’s Office of the 
promotion of First Lieutenant Thomas F. Tobey 
cans od D), to be captain (Company F), vice Dost, 
cashiered; and of Second Lieutenant Albert Austin 
esoeny K), to be first lieutenant (Company D), vice 

‘obey, promoted; they will be dropped from the rolls 
of the companies to which they lately belonged, as of 
their former rank, and will be taken up, with their 
present rank, on the rolls of the companies to which 
they have been promoted. Captain Tobey and Lieu- 
tenant Austin was ordered December 15 to proceed to 
join the stations to which they now belong. 


Second Cavalry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
with permission to apply for an extension of twenty 
December 16 granted Second Lieutenant 


First Lieutenant William C. Rawolle, Second Cav- 
alry, was December 16 attached to Company B, Seuend 
Cavalry, and ordered to proceed to Camp Brown, and 

to the commanding officer of the post, to under- 

go, at that station, the unexecuted portion of the sen- 

tence of General Court-martial, promulgated in G. C.- 

Se Bes c, - oe ‘i . his case, and, upon 
ereo orm duty wi Y 

—_ , pe y with Company B, 

Second Lieutenant Frederick W. Sibley, Second 
eeery, was December 4 relieved from Court-martial 


Leave of absence for one month was December 21 
_— Second Lieutenant John H. Coale, Second 
ry. 


Omaha Barracks.—A General Court-martial was a 
inted to meet at Omaha Barracks, Neb., Decanter 
1. Detail for the court: Captains George M. Randall, 
James Henton, Twenty-third Infantry, and Elijah R. 
bee Second Cavalry; First Lieutenants William C. 
Manning, Charles Hay, Twenty-third Infantry; Second 
Lieutenants Edward B. Pratt, Twenty-third Infantry; 
Frederick W. Sibley, Second Cavalry. Assistant Sur- 
ms: Jobn V. R. Hoff, U. 8S. Army, judge-advocate. 
t McPherson—A General Court-martial was 
ponte’ to meet at Fort McPherson, Neb., Deasmber 
1. The followmg officers of the Third Cavalry were 
detailed for the court: Major N. A. M. Dudley; Cap- 
tains Charles Meinhold, Gerald Russell; First Lieuten- 
ants John P. Walker, Oscar Elting, Albert D. King; 
Second Lieutenant James F. Simpson, judge-advocate. 
Fourth Infantry.—Captain Edwin M. Coats, Fi 
Lieutenant David I. Ezekiel, and Second pm ae 
a P. —— hy 5 mi 17 detailed as addi- 
members of a Gen ourt-marti i 
em artial previously 
Third Cavalry. —Leave of absence for twent 
was December 17 granted Major N. A. M. Duty 
Medical rtment.—Upon the recommendation 
the medical director of the department, the following 
———_ and changes of medical officers was De- 
cember 17 ordered, viz,: Assistant Su n Charles K. 
Winne, U.S. Army, now in Omaha, Neb., will pro- 
ceed Sidney Barracks, and report, in person, to the 
com! vy) officer at that station, to relieve A. A. 
. Flint, U. 8. Army, who will proceed at 
Fort McPherson, Neb., and report, in person, to the 
commanding officer of that station, for duty as post 
surgeon, to relieve A. A. Surgeon Charles R. Stephens 
U. 8. Arm » who will report, in person, in Omaha, 
to the medical director of the department, for annul- 


“— an oe. 
. Surgeon R. M. Reynolds, U. S. A 
ordered December 24 to proceed to Camp Prone (Aang 
W. Ss and report, in person, to the commanding 
officer for duty as post es at that station, to re- 
lieve A. A. Surgeon H. A. Page, U. S. Army, who 
will report, in person, in Omaha, to the medical direc- 
tor of the department, for annulment of contract. 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur; Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 
Ninth Cavairy.—Co. D, Ninth Cavalry (Dodge's) 
was December 1 reheved from duty at Fort Sill, | T. 
ae < ie —— without delay to Major A. P” 
w, ay commandi i f 
oe Gaya i - ro anding battalion of 
- Morrow, Ninth Cavalry, was N 
30 ordered to be retained in Dodge's pr cna 
ber Cavalry, Hooker’s ompeny (E) Ninth Cavalry, 
H y (F) Ninth Cavalry, not less 
than ity horses, in a fit condition to make 
a month’s scout. The balance will be reported to Cai 
tain Parker, K, Ninth Cavalry, who with Company F. 
Lieutenant Goodwin will return, via Fort Griflin, by 
Concho. Captain Parker will 
to Fort Concho the horses and 


to Nolan’s company (A) 


"8 
men 
K 
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Tenth .—Major G. W. Schofield was Novem- 
ber 80 relieved from duty at Fort Sill, I. T., and or- 
dered to Fort Richardson, Texas, reporting upon ar- 
rival to the commanding officer for duty. 

Fort Sill.—As soon as the condition of the transpor- 
tation will permit, the commanding officer of Fort Sill 
was November 30 ordered to send back to Fort Rich- 
ardson, Texas, Wikoft’s oe (E) Eleventh Infan- 
try, and Bowen’s com (1) Eleventh Infantry, and 
aapntgens (L) Tenth Cavalry, together with all 
the men and horses at this post belonging to Company 
E, Tenth Cavalry. 

A General Court-martial was ordered to convene at 
Fort Sill, I. T., December 8. Detail for the court: 
Captains L. H. Carpenter, J. B. Van de Wiele, C. D. 
Viele, W. B. Kennedy, Tenth Cavalry; W. C. Beach, 
Eleventh na mang t Lieutenants W. R. Harmon, 
Tenth Cavalry; D. B. Wilson, Twenty-fifth Infantry; 
Second Lieutenants H. J. Gassman, Tenth Cavalry; I. 
W. Mansfield, Eleventh Infantry. First Lieutenant J. 
M. Kelley, Tenth Cavalry, judge-advocate. 

A General Court-martial was ordered to convene at 
Fort Sill, I. T., November 30, for the trial of First 
Lieutenant ©. E. Nordstrom, Tenth Cavalry, and such 
other persons as may be properly brought before it. 
Detail for the court: Majors G. W. Schofield, Tenth 
Cavalry; A. P. Morrow, Ninth Cavalry; Captains 
Gaines Lawson, Twenty-fifth Infantry; A. E. Hooker, 
F. 8. Dodge, Michael Cooney, Ninth Cavalry; E. C. 
Bowen, Eleventh feecwey Charies Parker, Ninth 
ay | First Lieutenant W. J. Kyle, Eleventh Infan- 
try. Captain G. B. Russell, Ninth Infantry, aide-de- 
camp, judge-advocate. 





- 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General 1. McDowell; Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

Highteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty 
days was December 21 granted First Lieutenant Geo. 
S. Hoyt (Atlanta, Ga.) 

‘The leave of absence for one month granted First 
Lieutenant Fred. F. Whitehead, Eighteenth Infantry, 
was December 23 extended one month. 

Leave of absence for one month was December 23 
granted First Lieutenant Charles B. Hinton, Eigh- 
teenth Infantry (Columbia, 8. C.) 

Medical Department.—Hospital Steward William 
Myers, U. S. Army, was December 23 relieved from 
duty at Huntsville, Ala., and ordered to Fort Macon, 
N. C., for duty. 

A. A. Surgeon George H. Moran, U. 8. Army, was 
December 24 relieved from duty at Charleston, 8. C., 
and ordered to Marion, N. C., for duty. 

On the recommendation of the medical director of 
tke department and in order to carry out the provisions 
of law, the contractsof the following named A. A 
Surgeons are annulled to date from the 31st December: 
Joseph Y. Porter, Key West, Fla.; Joseph Otto, Key 
West, Fla.; P. Van Patten, Little Rock, Ark.; Wm. 
Deal, Colfax, La.; Charles Pelaez, Barrancas Barracks, 
Fla. Until other arrangements are made the com- 
manding officers of Barrancas Barracks, Fla., and Col- 
iax, La., will employ a local physician to attend the 
sick of their commands, to be paid by the visit. 

New Orleans.—The following named officers were 
December 21 relieved as members of the General Court- 
martial appointed to convene at New Orleans: Major 
Henry L. Chipman, Third Infantry; Assistant Surgeon 
Van Buren Hubbard, U. 8. Army, and the following 
detailed as members of the same: Lieutenant-Colonel 
John R. Brooke, Third Infantry; Surgeon James 
Simons, U. 8. Army 

Columbia.—First Lieutenant J. H. Counselman, ad- 
jutant, First Artillery, was December 24 relieved from 
duty as a member of the General Court-martial ap- 
— oe — r — 8. C., and First Lieu- 

ant George N. Bomfo ighteenth Infan 2 
tailed as a member of the En, ae 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 

Pram Ne H.. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 

i nfantry.—Major Henry L. Chipman was 
ordered December. 20 to soneend to Seahnen, Miss., 
and assume command of the troops at that post during 








the absence of Captain A. W. Allyn, Sixteenth Infan- 
try. On being relieved he will return to his proper 
station. 
Thirteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one 
alga — 7 pees — Lieutenant 
- Mumfo irteent. 
on La) > een nfantry (New 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdq'rtrs, New York. 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at headquarters Military Division of the Atlan- 
tic, for the week ending December 29, 1874: First 
Lieutenant J. B. Babcock, Filth Cavalry; Captain E. 
D. Baker, Quartermaster’s Department; tirst Lieuten- 
ant C. H. L. Totten, Fourth Artillery; Second Lieu- 
per E. 7: Cobb, — Fre a Major C. B. 

mstock, Engineer ; Captain J. G. Ramsa 
Second Artillery. ae t 

An ial Visit.—Major General Hancock, accom- 

ied by his staff, and several officers on duty in New 

ork City, made an official visit to His Majesty, the 

King of the Hawaiian Islands, at the Windsor Hotel, 
on rday, the 26th inst. 

First .—Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Elliott 
who has been for some time on special duty at division 

uarters, has been relieved and ordered to his 
regiment in the Military Division of the Pacific. 





Artillery.—The members of Company K, Fifth 
artillery, writes a correspondent, ae a grand 





military ball at Madison Barracks, N. Y., on the 22d of 
December, and it was a very enjoyable affair. There 
was a large attendance and the boys enjoyed a delight- 
ful dance until daylight. Every thing passed off well. 
The great success of this ball was due in a great mea- 
sure to the absence of all intoxicating liquor, and I 
would recommend this example to all companies get- 
ting up anything of the kind.” 

David's Island.—The guard stationed at David's 
Island, N. Y. H., will hereafter consist of one non- 
commissioned officer ard three men. First Lieutenant 
Charles Humphreys, Third Artillery, was December 
22 ordered to relieve the men in excess of this number 
and direct them to proceed to Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. 
H., and report for duty to their company commander. 

Third Artillery—Leave of absence for one month 
was December 22 granted First Lieutenant Charles 
Humphreys, at the expiration of which be will proceed 
from David's Island, N. Y. H., to Fort Warren, Mass., 
and report for duty with his company. 

Fort Wadsworth—A. General, Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. H., De- 
cember 21. Assistant Surgeon 8. 8. Bedal, Medical 
Department, and the following officers of the Third 
Artillery were detailed for the court: Major Horatio 
G. Gibson; Captains La Rhett L. Livingston, Edward 
R. Warner; First Lieutenant John F. Mount; Second 
Lieutenant John E. Myers. First Lieutenant Kamsay 
D.. Potts, judge-advocate. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H’'dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 


Officers Registered—The following-named officers 
registered their names at headquarters Military Divis- 
ion of the Pacific, during the week ending Tuesday, 
December 15, 1874: Assistant Surgeon H. M. Cronk- 
hite, Medical Department; Major David Taylor, Pay 
Department; Assistant Surgeon B. Knickerbocker, 
Medical Department. 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Fourth Artillery.—Company C (Cushing’s) was De- 
cember 16 relieved from duty at the Presidio of San 
Francisco, Cal., and ordered to Alcatraz Island, to re- 
port to the commanding officer for duty as a part of the 
regular garrison at that post. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Payment of Troops.—Major and Paymaster James P. 
Canby was ordered December 8 to pay the troops to 
include the muster of October 31, 1874, at Fort Van- 
ceuver, Vancouver Arsenal, and Forts Stevens and 
Cape Disappointment. 

Fort Townsend.—First Lieutenant Joseph A. Sladen, 
Fourteenth Infantry, A. D. C., and First Lieutenant 
William H. Boyle, Twenty-first Infantry, were Decem- 
ber 7 ordered to report to the commanding officer, Fort 
Townsend, W. T., temporarily, for Garrison Court- 
martial duty at that post. 

Inspections. —To reduce clerical labor, to prevent an 
unnecessary accumulation of papers, and to effect a 
saving of the inspection blanks and of postage, post 
commanders will ascertain near the end of each quar- 
ter for which accounts are rendered what unservice- 
able property and stores there are at posts in 
possession of company commandeis and the sup- 
ply departments, to the end that reports of 
the same may be submitted and inspectors design- 
ated with a view to condemnation. It is not 
intended by these restrictions to prohibit the in- 
spection of such perishable stores as may in the judg- 
ment of post commanders require immediate action. 








ARMY ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 
REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF ORDNANCE. 


ORDNANCE OFFICE, ) 
War D&pPartrMENT, 
December 14, 1874. J 


To the Honorable the Secretary of War: 

Sr: I have the honor to submit, for the action of 
the Secretary of War, the following: 

1. In my annual report submitted in October last, I 
expressed the belief that, prior to the meeting of Con- 
gress, much valuable information would be obtained 
from experiments with certain experimental guns, then 
nearly ready for trial, as would enable this bureau to 
report understandingly on that most important subject, 
the ‘‘ Armament of our Fortifications.” Although the 
information is not as complete as was expected, suffi- 
cient has been done and reported, upon which to base 
the following recommendations: ' 

There are at present in our forts the following heavy 

ns: 

“ 321 15-inch Rodman guns, smooth-bore. 
1,294 10-inch Rodman guns, smooth-bore. 
90 8-inch Parrott rifles. 
40 10-inch Parrott rifles. 

These Parrott rifles, even if reliable when using the 
heavy battering charges required in modern warfare— 
of which doubts are entertained—are so few in number 
as to constitute but an unimportant item among the 
4,181 guns required for our forts, when ready for their 


armament. ’ : ; ‘ 

Rifle guns ranging from 8-inch to 12-inch in calibre, 
with power sufficient to penetrate at considerable dis- 
tances the armor of iron-clad vessels, must be provided. 
The heaviest rifles are the guns of the present, as they 
will be of the future, and while smooth-bores may for 
some time to come play a secondary part for want of a 
more powerful weapon, they must inevitably yield to 
the rifle in every important juncture, as the old smooth- 
bore musket has given place to the breech-loading 
rifle in the hands of the soldier. While thus express- 





ing the conviction that the days of smooth-bore ord- 
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nance are passing away, I desire to call attention to the 
fact, that the first grand stride towards the introduc- 
tion of great guns in any service was made in this coun- 
try by the late General Rodman, of the Ordnance De- 
partment, whose reputation as an ordnance officer is 
world-wide, and that the 15-inch gun he first made in 
1861 was the most powerful weapon then known, soon 
to be surpassed by his 20-inch smooth-bore made in 
1864, weighing 116,000 pounds, and throwing a shot 
weighing 1,080 pounds. The introduction of iron- 
clads in modern warfare calls, however, for the pene- 
trating power of heavy rifles, and the smashing and 
racking effect of a 15-inch smooth-bore must yield to 
the working energy of a 12-inch rifle that will pierce 
the thickest iron armor at long distances. 

How best and most economically to provide for this 
great want, has exercised the brain and skill of the 
most distinguished officersin every country, and caused 
the expenditure of miilions of money. There is little 
doubt that steel is the best material for guns, but the 
product is 7 far too costly to be considered now, and 
besides would have to be procured abroad. Wrought- 
iron guns lined with steel, as adopted by Hngland, 
have not given that satisfaction that would justify an 
expenditure of several millions of money in plant for 
their manufacture. In this country, the success of the 
Ordnance Department in improving the quality of our 
cast iron for cannon has been marked and satisfactory, 
and we may lay claim, with good reason, to the best 
cast-iron guns in the world. They require, however, 
to be strengthened when subjected to the enormous 
strains which as rifles they are to withstand ; and the 
success abroad of lining cast iron with wrought iron 
or steel has suggested an easy and economical mode of 
converting our cheap cast-iron smooth-bores into pow- 
erful and efficient rifles, Our trial thus far with a 10 
inch Rodman gun lined with wrought iron, and 
converted into an 8-inch rifle, gives promise of success; 
and another lined with steel now nearly ready for 
firing may probably give equal, if not better results. 
This 8-inch rifle has already been fired 328 rounds,* with 
battering charges of 35 pounds of powder and 180-pound 
shot, giving an average velocity of avout 1,425 feet, 
and a working energy of nearly 5,000,000 foot-pounds; 
capable of penetrating seven (7) inches of iron armor 
at distances from 500 to 1,000 yards. This success en- 
ables us at comparatively small cost to utilize the 
1,294 10-inch smooth-bore guns, which as smooth- 
bores are utterly useless against iron-clads, by convert- 
ing them into 8-inch rifles capable of penetrating seven 
inches of iron armor. 

The value and interest of this proposed conversion is 
all the greater from the fact that the casemates of our 
forts, designed many years since, are too cuntracted to 
accommod:te a gun of much larger size than the 10- 
inch Rodman; and this very gun intended for that spe- 
cial purpose can thus be strengthened and increased in 
power, to meet the greater demands that modern im- 
provements in naval attack and defence make upon it. 

In again urging upon Congress the absolute necessity 
for some action that will enable us to place our forts in 
fighting condition by providing their armament, I will 
be excused for stating an undeniable fact, which ap- 
pears to be entirely ignored, that a fort is worse than 
useless without guns to arm it—indeed that it is nota 
fort at all without its armament—more like a body 
without a soul; and that other fact, which also seems 
to be lost sight of, that cannon cannot be purchased 
ready made in market, but have to be manufactured 
specially, and must be provided in time of peace. It 
is certainly the part of wisdom to be prepared for fu- 
ture wars, that occur in the life of every nation, but 
should our appeals be constantly disregarded and the 
next war find the country upprepared, and our seacoast 
defenceless and at the mercy of an enterprising enemy, 
the responsibility for all subsequent disasters cannot 
rest on the Ordnance Department of the Army, nor the 
Secretary of War, nor the Executive. 

I have, therefore, the honor to recommend that an 
appropriation of two hundred and fifty thousand 
($250,000) dollars be made by Congress for converting 
smooth-bure guns into rifles by Jining with wrought 
iron or steel. 

The above sum will enable us to convert at least 140 
guns, 

2. In 1872 Congress appropriated $270,000 ‘‘ for ex- 
periments and tests of heavy rifled ordnance.” Tae 
guns “ designated by a Board of Officers appointed by 
the Secretary of War,” under the provisions of the act, 
have been in preparation under the supervision of their 
respective inventors, and the whole number will pro- 
bably be ready for trial in the early spring. The ne- 
Cessity and convenience of having a proving and expe- 
rimental ground in near proximity to the city of New 
York, has forced the Department, with your approval, 
to establish a temporary one on the Government reser- 
vation at Sandy Hook, New York harbor. 

Even in the trial of the 8-inch rifle, referred to above, 
this Department has been hampered by the want of 
funds, and these important experiments, that will 
eventually lead to a determination of the question so 
Vital to the national defence, have had to be conducted 
under great embarrassments, and with the rudest ap- 
pliances and conveniences. 

It is expected that by the opening of spring, eight 
guns, varying in calibre from 8-inch to 12-inch, and in 
Weight from 16,000 to 85,000 pounds, will be ready for 
fing. The firing of a 12-inch rifle is a very expensive 
business; each round fired costing about one Lundred 
($100) dollars. As the gun may. stand 500 rounds its 
trial will cost fifty thousand ($50,000) dollars, and only 
in a less degree will the expense be in the trial of guns 
of puaier calibre. 

“unds necessary for this purpose should be appro- 
priated; and added ¢o idan sum sufficient to peotide 
‘all the carriages, @epressing and others, butts and plat- 





rounh. ° date, Dévember 19th, this gun has been fired 448 











forms, and all the appliances, conveniences, and labor 
required for the prosecution of such exact and im- 
portant work. 

I know of no military or naval power that has not 
provided an experimental and proving ground with 
every facility for aye yee trials upon a grand scale; 
and there is no way of avoiding considerable expendi- 
ture, while seeking and obtaining necessary data from 
which to draw conclusions, that will lead to such large 
— in the future in arming our fortifications. 

have, therefore, the honor to recommend that an 
appropriation of two hundred and fifty thousand ($250, - 
000) dollars be made for proving ground and experi- 
ments and tests of heavy ordnance. 
Very respectfully, etc., 
° 8S. V. Benét, Brigadier General, 
Chief of Ordnance. 


December 24, 1874. 
The gun upto this date has been fired 518 times, 500 
of which with battering charges. After the most care- 
ful examination and measurements, no damage to the 
rifling or enlargement of the bore can be detected, and 
the gun apparently is in perfect order—serviceable in 
every respect. 








ARMY AND NAVY BILLS IN CONGRESS. 


Dec. '(—Senate.—A petition was presented by Mr. 
Sargent, from Rear-Admiral John L. Worden, pray- 
ing that there be granted to him, the officers and 
crew of the Monitor, the estimated value of the Mer- 
rimac, destroyed by the Monitor, to be distributed 
among the same as the estimated value of the Ala- 
bama was distributed to the officers. and crew of the 
Kearsarge; also, the petition of Rufus Saxton and A. R. 
Eddy, lieutenant colonels and deputy quartermasters 
of the Army praying to be restored to their appro- 
priate rank, of which they claim to have been de- 
prived by previous legislation. 

By Mr. Patterson, Senate Bill 966, to increase the 
efficiency of the Medical Department of the Army. 

House.—H. R. bill 3819, making appropriations 
for the Naval service, and 

H. R. bill 3820, making appropriations for the 
support of the Army, were reported from the respec- 
tive committees; also, H. R. 3824, making approria 
tions for fortifications and other works of defence. 

Dec, 8—Senate.—Mr. Harvey presented bill (8. No. 
979) for the relief of First Lieutenant Henry Jack- 
son, Seventh Cavalry. 

House.—Mr. Moore introduced a bill (H. R. 3846) 
to amend so much of the Appropriation act of June 
16, 1874, as relates to travelling expenses. 

Mr. Albright, H. R. No. 3855, and Mr. Garfield, 
H. R. 3860, already published, to authorize the pro- 
motion of the three senior assistant surgeons of the 
Army. Mr. Garfield, H. R. No. 3860, for the relief 
of First Lieutenant Henry Jackson, U. 8. Army. 
Mr. Sprague, H, R. No. 3868, to arrange the gradu- 
ates of the U. 8S. Naval Academy. Mr. Todd, H. R. 
3885, already published. Mr. Field, H. R. No. 3886, 
relating to retired officers of the Army. Mr. Hurl- 
burt, H. R. No. 3887, to fix the date of entry into 
the military service of Colonel and Brevet Major- 
General B. H. Grierson, and correct his record on the 
Army Register. Mr. Thornburgh, petition of the 
Knox County Section of the East Tennessee Medical 
Society, in behalf of the Medical Corps of the Army. 

Dec, 9—Senate.—Mr. Lewis, 8. bill 985, to pro- 
vide that a'l pensions on account of death, wounds 
received or disease contracted in the service since 
Marck 4, 1861, which have been granted or which 
shall hereafter be granted, on application filed pre- 
vious to January 1, 1875, shall commence from date 
of death or discharge, and for the payment of arrears 
of pensions. Mr. Terry, 8. bill 987, to reduce and 
fix the Adjutant General’s Department of the Army. 

House.—Mr. Niblack, H. R. No. 3892, to regulate 
the issue of artificial limbs to persons disabled in the 
military or naval service of the United States. Mr. 
Cessna, H. R. No. 3899, explanatory of the act rela- 
tive to mileage to officers. Mr. Hale, H. R. No. 3903, 
for the relief of Rear-Admiral John L. Worden and 
the officers and crew of the Monitor. Mr. Curtis, 
petition of William Henton, a pilot in the Navy, ask- 
ing to be put on the retired list as master. 

Dec. 10— Senate.—H. R. bill 2680, to grant pension 
to Mrs. Jane Dulaney was recommitted. 

House.—H. R. No. 3748 to reimburse the city of 
Boston* for certain expenses in improving Chelsea 
street, in connection with the Navy-yard, was passed. 

Dec. 11.—The Speaker laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting repurt 
of the board of officers to investigate the process of 
John A. Cowles and Co. for the preservation of 
clothing from moth and mildew ; also, from the same 
source, reports of inspection of disbursing officers’ ac- 
counts in compliance with the act of April 20, 1874. 
Mr. O’Brien introduced H. R. No. 3918, to compen- 
sate Nicholas H. Lamdin, assistant engineer in the 
U. 8. Navy, for loss of effects on board the steamer 
Virginius at the time of the sinking of that vessel, 
September 26, 1873. 

Dec, 14—Senate.—Mr. Cameron presented the pe- 
tition of Charles B. White, G. M. Sternberg and J. 
J. Woodward, assistant surgeons, U. 8. A., prayjng 
for such legislation as will authorize their promotion 
to the rank of surgeon. Mr. Terry introduce Senate 
bill No, 1007, for the relief of James W. Long, late 
captain U.S. A.; Mr. Edmonds, 8. 1013, explana- 





tory of the act of June 16, 1874, making appropria- 
tions for the Army. 

House.—Mr. Clark, uf N. J., introduced H. R. 3940, 
authorizing the President to *P int C. W. $Croft 


asst. engineer on the ist. Mr. Albright, 

. R. No, 3942, to authorize Secretary of War to 
correct an Army officer's record. Mr. Negley, H. R. 
No. 3949, to authorize the restoration of G A. 
Armes to the rank of captain in the aye Mr. 
Darrall, H. R. 3963, relating to the rank of Army 
officers. Mr. Bundy, H. R. No. 3967, to amend the 
act ot July 16, 1862, establishing and equalizing the 
grade of line officers of the Navy. . Bradley, 
H. R. No. 8998, for the relief of James W. Long, late 
a captain in the Army. Mr. Casson, H. R. No. 4004, 
for the relief of Major James M. Robertson, 2nd Ar- 
tillery. Mr. Hogans, H. R. No, 4014, for the relief 
of A. W. Greeley, 5th Cavalry. Mr. Cannon, H. R. 
No. 4017, for the relief of Thomas Newman, late 
lieutenant, 13th Infantry. Mr. McCormick, joint re- 
solution, H. R. 126, for the erection of an equestrian 
statue, in the District of Columbia, in honor of 
Zachary Taylor, twelfth President of the United 
States. Mr. Waldron, petition of Charles H. Stone, 
to be reinstated as assistant engineer, and placed on 
the retired list of the Navy. 

Dec. 15—Senate.—Mr. Gordon presented petition 
of Medical Association of Georgia, for legislation re- 
garding medical corps of the Army. Committee on 
military affairs reported without amendment, 8. No. 
845, for the relief of Major Junius T. Turner. Mr. 
West, introduced 8. No. 1027, relating to the rank 
of officers in the Army. 

House.—A communication was presented from 
Secretary of War in relation to clothing lost by the 
enlisted men of Co. F, 3d Cavelry, during a flood in 
Blackwood Valley, May 31, 1878: referred; alsoa 
communication from the same source relating to 
an omission in the Army appropriation bill of the 
item of $10,000 for torpedo trials. Mr. Bunni 
presented H. R. bill 769, for the relief of Major J. W. 
Nicholls, paymaster U. 8S. Army. Mr. O’Neill pre- 
sented the petition of the children and heirs of the 
late Captain Samuel Mercer of the a for relief. 

Dec. 16—Senate.— Mr. Sargent introduced bill No. 
1036, for the relief of Rear-Admiral Worden, and 
others of the Monitor. Senate bill No. 319, making 
retirement in the Army and Marine Corps, obligatory 
after a certain age, was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs; and H. R. bill No. 1063, 
to restore Captain John C. Beaumont to his original 
position on the Navy Register, was recommitted to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, after some discus- 
sion as to the merits of the case. 

Dec. 17—Senate.—Mr. Logan introduced a joint 
resolution 8. R. No. 14, suspending so much of an 
act entitled an act reorganizing the several Staff 
Corps of the Army, approved June 28, 1874, as 
applies to contract surgeons. 

ec. 18- House.—A. communication was presented 
from the Secretary of War, in relation to the arma- 
ment of permanent works. 

The following are the Congressional Committees 
on Military and Naval Affairs: : 

Senate.— Military Affairs :—Logan (chairman), Ca- 
meron, Spencer, Clayton, Wadleigh, Kelly, and 
Ransom. Naval Affairs :—Cragin (chairman), An- 
thony, Morrill of Maine, Sargent, Conover, Stockton, 
and Norwood. ’ 

House.—Military Affairs:—Coburn (chairman), 

Donnan, Hawley of Ill., Hawley of Conn., Gunckel, 
Albright, MacDougall, Thornburgb, Nesmith, hea 
of Ga., and Hunton. Naval Affairs :—Scofiel 
(chairman), Gouch, Hays, Plattof Va., Myers, Scud- 
der of N. Y., Burleigh, Purman, Archer, Whitthorne, 
and Lamison. 
Dec. 21—Senate.—Mr. Pratt presented the petition 
of Commander R. W. Laws to be resto to his 
original position in the Navy, next below Capt. W. 
W. Low. Mr. Oglesby introduced a bill (8. 1050) to 
fix the date ot entry into the service of Brevet Major- 
General B. H. Grierson, and Mr. Dennis (S. 1049) for 
the relief of F. O. Wyse, late lieutenant-colonel U. 8. 
A. Mr. Mitchell introduced a bill (8. 1058) to legal- 
ize assignments of pay of officers of the United 
States. Senate bill 1043 was passed to suspend so 
much of the act of June 23, 1874, as applies to con- 
tract surgeons, the suspension to stand until the ist 
of February, 1875. The Surgeon-General stated to 
the Committee on Military Affairs that it is impossi- 
ble to carry out the law by the ist of January, and 
make the reduction to seventy-five contract surgeons 
required by it. Should no further legislation take 
place, on request of the Department, the law will be 
carried out at that time. 

House.— The fol!owing bills were introduced : No. 
4045, by Mr. Burleigh, authorizing the President to 
reappoint Charles F. Larrabee a first lieutenant in the 
Army; No. 4044, by Mr. Frye, making valid the as- 
signment of pay of officers and employees in the 
civil serviee of the United States; No. 4064, by Mr. 
Crook, to provide for the signal service; No. 4115, 
by Mr. Averill, to authorize the restoration of Frank 
A. Page to the rank of second lieutenant in the Army. 

Dec. 22—House.—Senate bill 1042, in relation to 
contract surgeons, was , With an amendment, 
by striking out the words, the ist day of January, 
1875, and inserting, ‘‘until otherwise provided by 

” 





oir. Luttrell ‘introduced a bill (H. R. No, 4140) to 
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he i ent of the V Y eight Navy-yards, and four Naval stations, and the 
omy ome) — ae lemaierwergne TH N A r number re Chay ral (2,400) hundred will not be found 
excessive in my opinion. 


In the Senate.— Dey mee resented a petition 
of John G. Todd, late of the Na , praying to be 
placed on the retired list. 

Dec, 28.—In the Senate, bill No. 1043, relative to 
contract surgeons, as amended in the House, was 
passed. Mr. Anthony presented the memorial of 
Kate Lovise Cushing, widow of the late Commander 
Wm. B. Cushing, praying an allowance on account of 
her husband’s services. 

In the House, Mr. Hale, of Maine, presented the 
petition of Mrs. Mary L. Woolsey, widow of the late 
Commodore Woolsey, for relief. 


SOLDERING IN THE OLDEN TIME. 


Tue London Zimes, in a recent article on the present 
condition of the soldier, says: ‘‘ A story, less known, 
perhaps, to the present generation than it should be, 
will suffice to remind the reader of the condition in 
which the British soldier existed when he won his 

test triumphs, and from which, as is alleged, he 
as now declined. William Cobbett, whose son isnow 
Member of Parliament for Oldham, started in life as a 
private soldier, and he has left a graphic description of 
the difficulties under which he learnt English grammar. 
His pay was 6d. a day. The edge of his berth, orthat 
of the guard-bed, was his seat to study in; his knap- 
sack was his book-case; a bit of board lying on his 
lap was his writing-table. He had no money to pur- 
chase candle or oil; in winter time it was rarely that 
he could get any evening light but that of the fire, and 
only his turn even of that. To buy a pen or a sheet 
of paper he was compelled to forego some portion of 
food, though in a state of half-starvation; he had no 
moment of time that he could call his own, and he 
had to read and write ‘amid the talking, laughing, 
singing, whistling, and brawling of at least a score of 
the most thoughtless of men.’ ‘ Think not,’ he says, 
‘lightly of the farthing that I had to give now and 
then for ink, pen, or paper. That farthing was, alas! 
a great sum to me. I was as tall as I am now; I had 
health and t exercise. The whole of the 
money not expended for us at market was twopence a 
week for each man. I remember, and well I may, 
that upon one occasion I, after all absolutely necessa 
expenses, had on a Friday made shift to have a half- 
penny in reserve, which I had destined for the pur- 
chase of a red herring in the morning, but when I 
— oft my clothes at night, so hungry then as to be 
ardly able to endure life, I found that I had lost my 
halfpenny. I buried my head under the miserable 
sheet and rug, and cried likea child.’ A vivid inci- 
dent like this reveals far more than a long description, 
but there are some who can remember that, in Cobbett’s 
old age, only a generation ago, when he had himself 
become Member for Oldham, the condition of the 
soldier was not appreciably improved. There was 
still no provision for a morning or evening meal. The 
soldier received so much meat and bread, and might 
do his best with it. It was cooked for dinner, and he 
saved, so far as and where he could, the remainder 
for breakfast and supper. His uniform was more 
costly than now, and he was always liable to stop- 
pages. There was no provision for cleanliness, ex- 
cept that he was bound to have his face and hands 
clean and to be clean shaven. Baths were not dreamt 
of, and the officers of that day would have laughed at 
the idea of a soldier’s washing. There was, in truth, 
no provision for common decency. There was no 
accommodation for soldiers’ wives, They lived with 
their husbands | Sa en gyprsee 2 in the 
m space and am e rough society which 
Cobbett describes.. Libraries or sending-socme were 
still as unknown as in Cobbeti’s day, and a recruit 
would probably have found the task of learning Eng- 
lish grammar nearly as difficult. No education was 
thought of but that of ‘ duty’ in its narrowest military 
sense. Drilling was the soldier’s only recognized 
occupation, and there was noend to it. Every circum- 
stance of the service was harsh and repulsive, and 
even the officers of those days were not nearly so well 
lodged, or provided with so many comforts, as the men 
in a good quarter are now.” 
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Two officers of the Belgian Military School have 
recently fought a duel, concerning which several re- 
ports have been spread, and the Ltoile Belge now 
states that the facts are as follows: Captain Lahure 
published a work upon the “Service of the Staff,” 
and pons Crousse wrote a letter to a journal, and 
also published a pamphlet, entitled “ Revendication 
Litteraire,” in both of which he made use of lan- 
guage which Captain Lahure considered to be at- 
tacking his honor. The staff officers who were 
consulted considered a meeting to be ineyvita- 
ble and necessary, and the combat was arranged to 
be with sabres. They foughtin asmall room in the 
Rue de l’Equateur, and in the first round Captain 
Lahure received a slight wound in the wrist. After 
three other assaults without result, Captain Lahure, 
bending forward, made a violent thrust, which his 
adversary sprang back to avoid, but just at the mo- 
ment when he would have received the point, he 
fell, and Lahure, before he had touched the ground, 
threw his sword away, saying, “T don’t wish to kill 
you.” Captain Crousse fallen armed. Not- 
withstanding his desire to continue the struggle, the 
seconds unanimously decided that he could not. In 
fact, the Htoile says that, having fallen armed, he 


could, a to the rules of duelling, have onl 
coneieen tt on'tne ground, and supported byhis left 
arm, g 


The Editor invites for thisdepartment of the Journnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tae Pensacola is expected to be ready for sea, at San 
Francisco, by the 10th or 15th of January. 

THE difficulties between China and Japan are re- 
ported as settled—the Treaty having been signed on 
the 31st of October last. 

CapraIn Edward Barrett has been ordered to com- 
mand the Canandaigua, in place of Captain R. B. 
Lowry, detached and placed on furlough. 

ComMMANDER E. P. Lull has been ordered to proceed 
to the Isthmus of Panama, by steamer of 2d of Janu- 
ary, from New York, for the purpose of makin 
further examinations regarding an interoceanic canal. 
He will be accompanied by a party of Navy officers, 
ordered on duty under him. The route to be surveyed 
is at or near where the railroad crosses. 


Rear-ApmiraL Wm. E. LeRoy, commanding the 
South Atlantic station, reports his arrival at Monte- 
video, November 14, in the Lancaster, eleven days 
from Rio. The Wasp wasin port. The health of all 
on both vessels was good. Buenos Ayres was still in 
a state of revolution, although movements proceed 
slowly and little fighting had been done. Rear-Ad- 
miral LeRoy = remaining in that vicinity while 
affairs were disturbed, in order to give protection to 
American citizens and interests if necessary. 

Ir is with sorrow that we communicate to our 
readers the sad intelligence conveyed by the following 
Order of the Superintendent of the U. 8. Naval Aca- 
demy, announcing a melancholy death in the Corps of 
Cadets of that Institution. 

U.. 8. Navan AcaApEMY, ANNAPOLIS, Mp., Dec. 28rd, 1874. 
General Order 215. 

The Rear Admiral, Superintendent, with profound regret, an- 
nounces to the Naval Cadets that one of their number, Cadet- 
Midshipman Carhena Wallace, of the Fourth Class, died to-day, 
4 — ‘aval Hospital at Annapolis, of rapidly-developed con- 
sumption. 

The blameless life of this young gentleman, his devotion to 
his studies, his honorable desire to be worthy of the high profes- 
sion he had chosen, and his patient resignation when he knew 
his career was ended, have all commended him to the respect, 
and to the affection of us, his associates here. 

He will be buried with military honors, on Thursday after- 
noon, and will be followed to his grave, at the Naval Cemetery. 
by the Professors, the — YY and the Cadets of 


the Naval Academy. , P. Roperrs, 
Rear-Admiral, Superintendent. 

An additional order prescribed the details of the 
funeral. The firing-party was drawn from the two 
higher classes of the Institution, whilst the pall-bearers 
were selected from the class of which the deceased was 
a member. The residue of his class-mates followed 
the escort as mourners. The escort consisted of the 
Battalion of Cadets. In the afternoon of Thursday, 
Dec. 24th, the time appointed, the procession was 
formed in accordance with regulations, and proceeded 
to the Naval Hospital, where the rites of tne church of 
which he was a member, were performed by its p»stor, 
the Rev. Dr. Henderson, and then to the place of 
burial ; there depositing the remains of the deceased, 
with the closing religious service, by the Rev. John R. 
Matthews, Chaplain of the Institution. The occasion 
was a solemn one, and the spectacle imposing. 








THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tue following is a copy of the reply of a prominent officer of 
the Nay to the circular of Bri; er General J. Zeilin, Com- 
mandant of the Marine Corps, asking the views of Navy officers 
as to the corps: 

In answer to your letter of the 10th instant, I have 
the honor to reply as follows: 

QuEsTIoNn No. 1.—Do you regard marines on board 
ships as aiding materially in establishing and maintain- 
ing the proper discipline and efficiency of a man-of- 
war, and if entirely removed from ships, would a cer- 
tain amount of physical force have to be introduced to 
discharge similar duties to those now performed by the 
marines ? 

ANSWER.—I consider the marine guard an indispen- 
sable adjunct of every properiy disciplined and efficient 
vessel of war. If removed from our vessels its place 
must be supplied by a certain number of blue jackets 
to perform the varied duties required of marines. It is 
not my experience (and I have commanded nine ves- 
sels, and served in twenty-three,) that seamen will per- 
form the police duties of the ship-of-war so well as the 
marines now do. 

Question No. 2.—Whether in view of the military 
organization of the corps, and its relation to the naval 
service, marines are not best calculated to discharge 
jromenty the duty of protecting the public property in 

avy-yards ? 

ANswWER.—The Marine Corps properly re-organized, 

and kept in efficient orp ee will be found, in my 
judgment, a sufficient, and I think the surest protection 
for the public property at the Navy-yards and Naval 
stations. It is a matter of fact well known to most 
naval officers of experience, that a very large mapochy 
of the watchmen now employed in our Navy-yards are 
ex-marines. As a rule these men make excellent 
watchmen. 
Question No. 3.—From your knowledge of the 
number of sea-going vessels, and the number of Navy- 
yards and magazines g guards, do you consider 
that,a limited number of marines, say fifteen hundred 
(1,500) privates, is sufficient for the purpose ? 

ANsWER.—I do not consider fifteen hundred (1,500) 
poten a sufficient number, making proper allowance 

or the forty-five (45) ships at present in commission. 
Thirteen hun (1,300) men at least are requisite. 





Add to this eleven hundred (1,100) more for duty at the 


Question No. 4.—Please give your general views in 
regard to the marines as an auxiliary force to the Naval 
service ? 

ANsWER.—I think the Marine Corps should rely ex- 
clusively upon the Navy, to which the corps is bound 
by every tie of sympathy, companionship in arms and 
interest. Its officers should hereafter be graduates of 
the Naval Academy, selected especially for their sol- 
dierly bearing and proficiency in military exercises and 
the use of arms, as well as their Academic standing. 
Graduating as second lieutenants they would have a 
temporary advantage over their comrades in the Naval 
line, which would compensate perhaps in a measure 
for the slower subsequent promotion in the Marine 
Corps. The standard of the corps should be kept up 
by ee and mental examination for every increase 
of rank. Deserving officers who might be outstripped 
by the more rapid promotion of their classmates in the 
line, should be awarded with a similar brevet rank. 
A thoroughly efficient continuous service system should 
be introduced, and a faithful record of every man’s 
service kept. The marines should be divided into 
three (8) battalions of eight hundred (800) men each, 
and sub-divided into companies A, B, C, etc. One of 
these battalions should be called the Mariae Police, to 
be composed of non-commissioned officers and men 
who have either served three enlistments or have been 
partially disabled in service. This battalion should 
constitute the waich force at our principal Navy-yards, 
and should receive an increase of pay and clothing, so 
as to assimilate their stipend as nearly as possible to 
that which ordinary watchmen now receive. None 
but men of unblemished character for honesty and in- 
tegrity should be received into this battalion. It 
should be the reserve and flower of the corps. 

The roster of sea service for officers should be just 
and inflexible. There should be no permanent staff, 
but officers should be detailed from the Marine Line 
for that duty temporarily. The duties now performed 
by quartermasters and paymasters should be turned 
over to the Pay Corps of the Navy. All masters-at- 
arms and ship’s corporals should invariably be selected 
from sergeants in the Marine Corps, and temporarily 
assigned to those duties. A special record of their 
service should be kept, so as to render them eligible, if 
deserving, for the posts of roundsmen, 2nd captain, 
and captain of the Marine Police in Navy-yards. 
With a high standard of education and discipline in 
view, and a rigid adherence to principles of duty and 
honor, nothing can possibly injure the Marine Corps. 
Its acts will speak for it, and its value be acknowledged 
by all. 











NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 





DecEeMBER 28.—Lieutenant-Commander E. T. Woodward, to 
the Brooklyn on the 31st inst. as executive. _ 

Master Wm. H. Turner, to the Hydrographic Office on the 7th 
January. 

DecemMBER 24.—Rear-Admiral John L. Worden, to command 
the European Station, and to proceed to Norfolk by the 8th 
January and hoist his flag on the Powhatan, then to proceed 
with that ship to Lisbon, Portugal, and on arrival to report to 
Rear-Admiral Case, relieving that officer of the command of the 
U. S. Naval Forces on the 3d February next. 

DEcEMBER 28.—Captain Edward rrett, to command the 
Canandaigua. 

Commander E. P. Lull, to special duty of the survey of the 
Isthmus of Panama. : 

Lieutenant H. E. O. Colby, to duty in the surveying party of 
Commander Lull. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon M. C. Drennan, to the Navy-yard, 
New York. } 

Assistant Paymaster F. H. Clark, to duty in the surveying 
party of Commander Lull. 

DrEcEMBER 29.—Sailmaker Charles C. Freeman, to the Canan- 
daigua, at Aspinwall, per steamer of 2d January next. 


DETACHED. 


DEcEMBER 23.—Mate William Boyd, from the Naval Station, 
League Island, Pa., and ordered to the Pawnee per steamer of 
26th inst. 

DrEcEMBER 28.—Captain R. B. Lowry, from the command of 
the Canandaigua. 

Lieutenant-Commander Douglas Cassel, from duty on the Asi- 
atic Station, and ordered to return to the United States and re- 
port arrival. : 

Lieutenants E. H. C. Leutze and Edward D. Taussig, from the 
Hydrographic Office, and ordered to duty in the surveying party 


of Commander Lull. é 
Surgeon C. J. S. Wells, from the Navy-yard, New York, and 


ordered to the Naval Hospita!, Yokohama, Japan, per steamer 


from San Francisco. A . 
Assistant Surgeon Ernest Norfleet, from the Naval Hospital, 


Washington, and ordered to duty in surveying party of Lieuten- 


ant Collins. 4 
Chief Engineer Geo. ¥. Kutz has reported his arrival home, 


having been detached from the Benicia on the 9th inst, and has 
been Ancol on waiting orders. 
Cadet Engineers J. K. Barton and H. P. Cleaver have reported 
their return home, having been detached from the Benicia on 
the 12th inst., and have been placed on waiting orders. 

DECEMBER d9.—Sailmaker orge S, Haskins, from the Canan- 
daigua on the reporting of his relief, and ordered to return home 
sade report arrival. 

ORDERS MODIFIED. 

The orders of Lieutenant E. W. Very and Assistant Cues 
John F. Bransford have been so far modified that they will re- 
port for duty in the surveying party of Commander Lull instead 


of that of Lieutenant Collins, 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Lieutenant J. W. Miller for three months, with permission 


to go abroad. 
REVOKED. 


The orders of Lieutenant-Commander Frederick Pearson to 
the Brooklyn, and to continue on present duties. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending December 28, 1874 : 
George Doerr, landsman, December 13, Naval Hospital, Nor- 


toWvilliam Barker Cushing, commander, December 17, at the 
e 


Government Hospital for the Insane 
Wi 





illiam B. Riley, captain of top, December 18, U. S. steamer 
Wachusett, at Newport, R, I, 
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if? Batty, beneficiary, December 4, Naval Hospital, Philadel- 


. John Nolan, landsman, December 11, U. 8. steamer Colorado, 
at Key West, Fla. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


The following are the changes in the officers of the Marine 
Corps since last memoranda, viz. : 

Second Lieutenant 8. W. Quackenbush, commanding marine 
gnard upon the U. 8. steamer Wachusetts going out of commis- 
sion, will report to Major Lewis, commanding marines, Norfolk, 
Va., for duty. 








NOMINATIONS TO THE SENATE. 


The following naval nominations have been sent to the Senate 
for confirmation : 

Master Sumner C, Paine to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
October 7, 1874, vice Lieutemant-Commander Edward W. Kel- 
logg, deceased. 

insign Francis Winslow to be a master in the Navy from Oc- 
tober 7, 1874, vice Master G. C. Paine, nominated for promotion. 

Lieutenant-Commander George M. Bache to be a commander 
in the Navy from October 22, 1874, vice Commander George M. 
Morris, retired. 

Master Arthur P. Osborn to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
October 22, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander G. M. Bache, nom- 
inated for promotion. 

Ensign Greenlief P. Merriam to be a master in the Navy from 
October 22, 1874, vice Master A. P. Osborn, nominated for pro- 
motion, 

Lieutenant-Commander Bartlett J. Cromwell to be a com- 
mander in the Navvy from October 24, 4874, vice Commander 
Austin Pendergrast, deceased. 

Master John B. Briggs to be a lieutenant in the Navy from Oc- 
tober 24, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander B. J. Cromwell nom- 
inated for promotion. 

wy Charles H. Lyman to be a master in the Navy from Oc- 
tober 24, 1874, vico Master John B. Briggs, nominated for pro- 
motion. 


Master Alexander M. Thackara to be a lieutenant in the Navy 
Noy. 8, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander Stephen A. McCarty, 


signed. 

Ensign Boynton Leach to be a master in the Navy from No- 
vember 8, 1874, vice Master A. M. Thackara, nominated for pro- 
motion, 

Master Newton E. Mason to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
November 8, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander Edwin H. Miller, 
deceased. 

Ensign Freeman H. Crosby to be a master in the Navy Novem- 
ber 8, 1874, vice Master.N. E. Mason, nominated for promotion. 

* Captain J. Blakeley Creighton to be a commodore in the Navy 
from November 9, 1874, vice Commodore Wm. Ronckendorff, re- 
tired. 

Commander Brancroft Gherardito be acaptainin the Navy 
from November 9, 1874, vice Captain J. Blakeley Creighton, nom- 
inated for promotion. 

Lieutenant-Commander George George W. Hayward to bea 
commander in the Navy from November 9, 1874, vice Commander 
B. Cherardi, nominated for promotion. 

Master Henry O. eg / to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
November 9, 1874, vice Liantenant-Commander Geo. W. Hay- 
ward, nominated for promotion. 

Ensign Timothy G. Salter to be a master in the Navy from No- 
vember 9, 1874, vice Master H. O. Handy, nominated for promo- 
tion. 

Master Arthur P. Nazro to be a lieutenant in the Navy from 
November 19, 1871, vice Lieutenant Jesse B. Smith, deceased. 

Ensign John B. Milton to be a master in the Navy from No- 
vember 19. 1874, vice Master A. P. Nazro, nominated for promo- 


tion. 

Such of the foregoing named officers as have not qualified for 
promotion to be subject to the required examination before re- 
ceiving their commissions. 


Naval nominations sent to the Senate December 21, 1874 : 


Commander Daniel L. Braine to be a captain in the Navy from 
December 11, 1874, vice Captain Richard T. Renshaw, retired. 

Lieutenant-Commander John W. Philllp ,to be a commander in 
the Navy from December 18, 1874, vice Commander Wm. B. Cush- 
ing, deceased. 

Master Lewis E. Bixler to bea lieutenantin the Navy from 
December 18, 1874, vice Lieutenant-Commander J. W. Phillip, 
nominated for promotion. 

Ensign Landon P. Jouett to be a master in the Navy from De- 
cember 18, 1874, vice Master Bixler, nominated for promotion. 

Paseed Assistant Paymaster Geo. H. Griffing to be a paymaster 
inthe Navy from October 3, 1874, vice Paymaster Wn. F. A. 
Torbert, deceased. 

Assistant Paymaster John Breese to be passed assistant pay- 
master in the Navy from October 3, 1874; vice Passed Assistant 
Paymaster G. H. Griffing, nominated for promotion. 

‘assed Assistant Paymaster Albert W. Bacon to be a paymas- 
tcrin the Navy from October 25, 1874, vice Paymaster George 
Plunkett, deceased- ‘ 

Assistant Paymaster Lawrence G. Boggs to be a passed assist- 
ant paymaster in the Navy from October 25, 1874, vice Passed 
Assistant Paymaster A. W. Bacon nominated for promotion. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon James M. Flint to be a surgeon in 
Oe Hany from June 24, 1874, vice Surgeon Henry S. Pitkin, de- 

eased. 

Passed Assistant we lag George A. Bright to be a surgeon in 
the Navy from September 12, 1874, vice Surgeon John B. Ackley, 
deceased. 

Alvin A. Austin to be an assistant surgeon in the Navy from 
October 6, 1874, to fill a vacancy. 

Richard A. Urquhart to be an assistant surgeon in the Navy to 
fill a vacancy. 

Thomas A. Gill to be a chaplain in the Navy to fill a vacancy. 

Assistant Engineers George W. Baird and Richard Inch to be 
passed assistant engineers in the Navy to fill a Ly np! 

Henry Herwig to bean assistant engineer in the Navy from 
October 27, 1874, to fill a vacancy. 

- H. Plunkett to be an assistant engineer in the Navy on the 
retired list from June 22, 1874, in conformity to the act of Con- 
gress approved June 22, 1874. 

Mordecai T. Endicott to be a civil engineer in the Navy from 
July 13, 4" to fill a vacancy. ‘ 

rowuell Granger to be a civil engineer in the Navy from Jul 
14, 1874, to fill a vacancy. e 7 : 

necito C, Menocal to be a civil engineer in the Navy from Ju- 
ly 15, 1874, to fill a vacancy. 

Commodore John C. Howell to be chief of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks in the Department of the Navy from September, 1874, 
to fill a vacancy. 

Such of the forgoin 
tion to be subject to th 
their commissions. 


officers as have not qualified for promo- 
e required examinations before receiving 





NOMINATIONS IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Ey gt ae es 
4 2 Corps from August 2 74, vice Firs - 
tenant George M. Wells, retired. a suai “ie 
the _ Lieutenant Albert H. O’Brien to be a first lieutenant in 
iued eine Corps from November 29, 1874, vice First Lieuten- 
Ht ohn C. Morgan, resigned. 
p. rey at Whiting and Le Roy C. Webster to be second lieuten- 
in the Marine Corps from July 1, 1874, to fill vacancies. 











BREVETS IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
B Wasuineton, December 22, 1874. f 
A ie J. Zeilin, Commadt. Marine Corps, Washington, D.C. : 
i : All officers of the Ma:ine Corps holding brevet appoi 
aoa entitled to be designated and addressed while a 
- an A this Department according to their brevet rank, 
the .. relation to the Army applies only to officers of 


Special marks of distinction given according to law for special 
acts of meritorious service are not taken away by mere inferen- 
tial construction of a law enacted with reference to a particular 


branch of the service. Met seonectteny, 
Gro. M. Rosrson, Secretary of the Navy. 


UNITED STATES NAVAL INSTITUTE. 


A society with this name was started in the 
spring of 1873; the first meeting was held at An- 
napolis on the third of June following. It proposed by 
the reading of papers at its meetings and by discussions 
to promote an increase of knowledge of naval arts and 
the sciences which underlie them, and of all matters of 
special interest to naval officers, and by their publica- 
tion to disseminate the information thus obtained 
throughout the service. 

A pamphlet containing nine papers, which have al- 
ready been read before the Institute, is now in press, 
and will be sent to members and those who may short- 
ly become members. 

To effectually accomplish the objects of such 
an Institute, the co-operation of officers of the 





Navy generally is necessary. Officers of all 
grades can contribute papers on subjects of 
special professional interest which engage 


their attention; while others can take up subjects 
of naval history, or give descriptions of ports and 
places which they may visit, or present much that is 
interesting respecting the natural history, meteor- 
ology or other phenomena which came under their 
observation. 

Officers of the Army and gentlemen in civil life can 
supply much that will be interesting to naval readers, 
and contribute also to the advancement of,naval science, 
and such contributions are solicited. 

To provide for the publication and _ diffusion 
throughout the service of the papers which may be 
contributed, a large membership is necessary. And 
the object of this notice is to invite all officers of the 
Navy to enrol themselves as members. This they may 
do by payment of the annual assessment of five dol- 
lars. Tn return they will be entitled to receive copies 
of all papers that may he published, and will al- 
ways be welcome to attend the meetings of the Insti- 
tute. 

It is gratifying to find that officers of the Navy 
manifest an increasing disposition to  investi- 
gate and make special ‘studies of various matters of 
professional interest. The Naval Institute commends 
itself especially to them, as affording opportunity for 
the discussion and publication of the researches, which 
a! may communicate to it. 

he regular meetings are held at the Naval Ac- 
ademy on the second Thursday of each month. The 
Secretary and Treasuter are respectively Prof. W. W. 
Hendrickson and Chief Engineer C. H. Baker. 








(From the London Army and Navy Gazette.) 
THE OBERON EXPERIMENTS. 


Tue failure of a sixth attack upon the Oberon target- 
ship by the torpedo committee, with the heaviest mine 
which they possess at the distance of only fifty-two 
feet diagonally, points to the conclu:ion that nothing 
but “ hugging contact’ will prove effectual in torpedo 
warfare. When we say failure, we use the word, of 
course, in a qualified sense, as, undoubtedly, a very 


| considerable effect was actually produced by the ex- 


plosion of the 500-lb. charge of gun-cotton upon the 
fittings and other articles on board the target-vessel. 
But a result adequate to the expectations of the com- 
mittee, and to the anticipations of interest lookers-on 
in the Army and Navy, would have beer nothing less 
than the crushing-in of the two skins of the Oberon, 
so as to create an aperture sufficient to sink it in a few 
minutes. Such an event was, indeed, confidently ex- 
pected ; and there were good grounds for this confi- 
dence, as not many months ago experiments were 
made by the Admiralty torpedo committee at Ports- 
mouth with a target representing the bottom of the 
Devastation, which were eminently successful in their 
results. A 100-lb. charge of compressed gun-cotton, 
exploded in water at a distance of some 15 or 20 feet 
from the target, which was strongly secured with 
stays and backing, blew a hole through the plates 5 
feet square. But the sum total of the effects produced 
during the series of experimental trials at present in 
course of development at Stokes Bay, so far as regards 
the bottom of the vessel, has been nothing more than 
the compression of afew plates to the exterit of an 
inch or so. We must, however, admit, as was sug- 
gested some weeks ago in our columns, that a vastly 
different condition might obtain if a huge and pon- 
derous mass such as that of the Devastation, and 
possessing a great corresponding power of inertia, 
were presented to the blow of a 500-lb. torpedo. Durin, 

each of the recent experiments the Oberon was lifted 
bodily up and dropped again. This could not occur 
with an iron-clad vessel, as if once thus lifted, she 
would probably be swamped in her descent. But we 
may certainly assume that she would not rise to the 
blow, having far too much inertia; hence the effect 
would be felt like that of a battering ram. We under- 
stand, moreover, that the committee are not in any 
degree discouraged by their ill-success. We published 
some time ago a report to the effect that several huge 
‘* floating mines,” to contain each 1,000 lbs. of gun- 
cotton, were in course of construction. Two of these 
have now been received at Portsmouth, and, so soon 
as the size of the ‘‘ primers” and other details have 
been decided on, trials will be made as to their effec- 
tiveness at Stokes Bay. It is rumored also that the 
committee are adopting means to develop more fully 
the power of detonation in the 500 lb. charges of com- 
pressed gun-cotton. Hitherto the ‘‘ mines” or ‘‘ cases” 
have been loosely filled with circular discs three inches 
in diameter and two inches high. Under these cir- 
cumstances, a quantity of interstices exist, which tend 


most materially to weaken the force of detonation, 











such force being transmitted amongst wet discs of 
n-cotton only when the discs are actually in contact. 
ow, however, it is proposed to construct solid slabs 
or masses of compressed gun-cotton, of such a shape 
as to correspond with one another, and to fill without 
a single interstice the wrought-iron case comprising the 
torpedo. Should the present approved pattern of 
—— torpedo case not be found suitable for the 
prop shape of gun-cotton slab, steps will be taken 
8o to modify their contour as to adapt it to the circum- 
stances seapized. Unquestionably this will increase 
most materially the shattering effect of the detonation 
of gun-cotton within to oes ; it remains to be seen 
whether the explosive effect will be better transmitted 
through the surrounding medium of water. But, 
granting that much may be done by an effective 
stationary torpedo inst a heavy iron-clad owing to 
its tremendous inertia, we still adhere to our original 
opinion, that with the ordinary class of vessels, 
“hugging contact” is indispensable in order to produce 
a really destructive blow. To obtain this end, there- 
fore, it will be necessary to employ a Whitehead’s 
‘‘ fish,” a Harvey ‘‘ sea torpedo,” or some other active 
exploder. We may, however, ex that a great deal 
of light will be thrown upon this question »y the 
result of the trials about to be instituted with the last- 
named weapons against the side of the Oberon. 
The fears that we expressed in regard to the security 
of contiguous charges of gun-cotton, when placed at 
a distance asunder of only 100 feet, were not verified 
in the recent experiments. On that occasion, three 
minor charges, one containing 50 Ibs. of wet gun- 
cotton in a case, another consisting of a similar quan- 
tity in a net, and a third of 50 lbs. of d ite in 
boxes, were buoyed round the principal mine at dis- 
tances from it and each other of 100 feet. They were 
not affected by the explosion. Such expechnsnts 
would, however, seem almost superfluous when we 
consider that the distance between the torpedo and 
target-vessel has now been reduced to fifty-two feet. 








Baron Husner, the Austrian diplomat, has™lately 
ublished a work entitled ‘‘A Ramble Around the 
orld,” divided into three parts—America, Japan and 
China. The part devoted to America contains many 
shrewd observations. In remarking upon the very 
unstable nature of our public services he wonders that 
the Army should be the only exception. ‘‘Stran 
anomaly !” he exclaims, ‘‘ a republic where nothing 
stationary or independent except mili power.” In 
Chicago he meets an old acquaintance, General Sheri- 
dan, and quotes a speech of his. Sheridan, he says, 
detests popularity. ‘I have the greatest horror of 
popular demonstrations,” he said to Baron Hubner. 
** Those very men who deafen you with their cheers 
to-day are capable to morrow of throwing stones and 
mud at you.” The author says: 

‘* Tam at General Sheridan’s. 

‘* T had crossed the ocean with him on my return to 
Europe, and last year I bad met him at Rome. He 
welcomed me most cordially, and I was delighted to 
see him again. Grant, Sherman, Sheridan! These 
are the three stars, the three heroes who destroyed the 
Confederation, and by their swords brought about the 
cementing together ofthe two halves of the Union. 

‘“* General Sheridan, of Irish origin, was brought up 
at the military school of West Point. Like the greater 
part of the scholars of that celebrated college, he unites 
a great amount of solid knowledge with the martial air 
and manners of a gentleman, I should almost say of a 
European, which distinguish the officers of the United 
States Army. If, without knowing him, I had methim 
in the streets, judging by his ap pce, I should 
have taken him for an Austrian General. He is only 
thirty-eight years old. By a special chance, his name 
became immortalized at an age when;the greater por- 
tion of young officers are still in the lower grades of the 
army. But one would give him at least ten years more. 
His face reddened and tanned and lined, by the care, 
watchfulness and emotions of the late campaign, 
breathes at once an aid of simple modesty and honest 
pride. His brown eyes shoot lightning, and tell of the 
Celtic blood which flows in his veins. His counten- 
ance expresses intelligence, boldness, and that indom- 
itable courage which seems to provoke danger. He 
wears his hair cut short, and is of middle height, with 
square shoulders and powerful limbs. His detractors 
accuse him of cruelty, and speak of him as the exter- 
minator of the Indians ; his friends simply adore him. 
Both one and the other talk of himas a dashing officer; 
in fact, one has but to look at him to understand that he 
1s the sort of man who would lead on his soldiers to 
death or victory.” 





Tue annual festival of the employees of the Clyde 
trustees was lately held at Glasgow. Lord Provost 
Bain, who presided, delivered an address, in the 
course of which he contrasted the position of the 
Clyde, in some respects, with what it was a hundred 
years ago. A century since the river was from 4 to 
5 feet in depth at high water; it was now 22 feet. 
At that time there were about 200 yards of quay, 
and there were now about 7,000 yards. What was 
more remarkable ‘and striking, however, was that 
the revenue of the trust at that time was £150 a-year, 
and it was now £192,060. It might be asked, what 
had caused all this change? It had been brought 
about by the engineering skill of such individuals as 
his friend Mr. Deas and those who had preceded 
him, and by the active hands and intelligent brains 
of such gentlemen as he saw around him. Even in 
his own time, when he was a boy, there was almost. 
no quay at all upon the south side of the river. He 
recollected that at the foot of West Street le 
bathed ly; and where formerly stood 





fisher’s hut was now the harbor, 








828 





ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL, 


January 2, 1875 








ULSTER OVERCOATS! 


How To Order. 


STATE COLOR—GREY, BLUE OR BROWN. 
“ HEIGHT, MEASURE AROUND BREAST AND WAIST, LENGTH 
OF SLEEVE. ‘ 
PRICE—$25.00, $30.00, $40.00, $50.00, $55.00. 
Our customers in the West pay no more than those in the 
East. ‘ 
We have but onz Price, and our goods are sent C.O.D. 


G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 


Original Importers and Largest Manufacturers, 
OAK HALL, BOSTON. 


eo 





IF YOU WANT 


rchase an elegant and durable GoLD waTca, and 
e a handsome saving in money, buy the LADD 
PATENT WATCH CASE for your movement. They are 
made in Mansard, Flat and Dome shapes, to which we 
have this Fall added our new and beautiful BASCENE 
—in Gents’, Ladies’ and Boys’ sizes, Key and Stem 
Wrotanl by deal rally in all f the Country 
‘or sale ealers generally in arts of the Country. 
N.B. All Samy quality Badd Patent Cases 
are stamped ‘‘G W L” inside the Cover, and date of 
patent under the bezel. 
Send for full descriptive circulars to the manufac- 
turers, J. A. Brown & Co., 11 Maiden Lane, New York. 


LAFLIN & RAND POWDER COMPANY. 


21 Park Bow, New York. 


Sole proprietors and manufacturers of the celebrated ORANGE 
brand of GUN POWDER. Recommended and used by Captain 
A. H. Bogardus, the “ Champion Wing Shot of America.” 


Orange Lightning Powder. 


The strongest and cleanest Powder made. Nos.1tc7. Packed 
only in sealed one pound canisters. The coarser sizes especially 
are recommended to owners of fine breech loading guns, giving 
great penetration with very slight recoil. 


Orange Ducking Powder. 


For Water-fowl. Verystrong and clean. Nos.1to5. Packed 
in metal kegs of 64¢ lbs. each, and canisters of 1 and 5 pounds. 


Orange Rifle Powder. 

This celebrated brand of Powder is more extensively used 
than any other for both Rifles and ShotGuns. Sizes FG, FFG 
and FFFG. Packed in wood and metal kegs of 25, 1245 and 64 
ibs., and in canisters of 1 Ib. 


Military Powder. 

The Le ew A Powder made . 4 this Company is extensively 
used and highly approved by the U.S Government, and ex- 
clusively u the Russian Government for their cartridges 
made in this country. 

OTH, CANNON, MORTAR, MUSKET and CART- 

RIDGE Powder made to any desired standard. Packed in wood 
or metal packages of 100 Ibs. or less. —. Mining and Ship- 
oan of all grades and sizes packed in wood or metal 

8. 


reat care is taken in packing and casing Powder for export. 
Also, Manufacturers and Proprietors of the Smith Electric Ma- 
chine for exploding mines, sub-marine blasts, etc. 
Address P.O. Box 2308, N. Y. 
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WwW O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firta Avenues, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 
From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 81, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for "a b or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
has given Mr. W. O. Linthicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 

ork, the distinction among tailors which secured for him the 
of the Duke Ale as chief among his class. There 

no co: of tailors that we know of; if there were one Mr. 
thicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 
contents. of the chief professorship ; for he is not only a 








or but is the cause of tailoring in others, bein 
the author oO systems for cuttin ublished in book 
f the editor of “‘ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 


t variety of patterns for coats, 
rnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate price. Supplied with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can @ sure, wherever they are, of 
having their clothes made according to the most approved New 


York cut. : 
« Universelle de 1867 a Paris Le Jury International 
decerne honorable a W. 0. Lintnicum ( a tore uate 


une 
Unis.) Agriculture et Industrie. Groupe IV. Class 35 
Juillet 1867. Le Conseiller a’ Etat, Commissaire General 
Fis ay’ Le Ministre View President de la Commission Imperiale. 
de Fowade.” 
Ww. CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division 
4th Auditor’s Office,) 
Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
Prize Money, Bounty, Pensions, Back Pay, etc. 
All kinds of gesteoss promptly attended to for moderate. 


enarges.—P. 0. e 
Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


[#PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS 
Great Reduction of Terms in ox gee 


orm, he 
ions,” and the publisher of a 
pants, and vests, which are 

















my of the Visi on. 
At Mount de Chan near Wheeling, Ww. vi 
Bone dund Bedding, Washing aud Mending. Lights 
Fuel, Stationery and Doctor's Fees, per annum.. 
Piano per annum.............« Dee danemedenhs cose 
Even vorable terms may be ie, where two or more 
sisterssimultaneously attend the school. For er 
apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 
Gener herman U8. Aimy and ing. Washington, D.C 
Admiral David D. Porter, U. aN. W h 4D. j Major: 
oe ve. ee-deneral e i 
“ ; Palmer, U. 8. Army, 
m. M. U. 8. ; Mra. 
Mab ogton, D. G1 General & DY Biurges Us. 
WA A FIRST LIEUTENANT OF '67 (INFAN 
A transf Artillery. 
indneement-will be offered.” om Sates 


Addrass Exchange, care Amur anp Navy Journat. 


"| allowance must necessaril 
G. H 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
In answer to numerous correspondents who are constantly 
sending requests for information on the subject of admission as 
naval engineers, engineer cadets, etc., we this week condense 
the latest regulations on the og ee as to admission and pro- 
—_ a regulations as to physica) and moral fitness are the 
same $ 
Before a candidate can be commissioned an Assistant Engineer 


in the Navy, he must have passed an examination before naval 
medical officers as to his physical fitness, and a satisfactory ex- 
amination before a board of naval engineer officers designated by 


the Secretary of the Navy, as the wants of the service require. 
Application, to appear before such board must be made in 
wrhing. to the retary of the Navy, stating the age and resi- 
dence of the applicant, and must be accompanied by satisfactory 
testimonials as to moral character, correct habits, and 
sound constitution. The application will be registered, and 
when a board next meets permission will be sent to the appli- 
cant, at the discretion of the Department, stating the time and 
lace of meeting of the board. candidate for an appointment 
the grade of assistant engineer must be not less than nineteen, 
nor more than twenty-six years of age; he must have had not 
less than two years of service in the fabricating and management 
of steam inery for marine purposes, and shall give satis- 
factory evidence of his skill in such capacities; or else have 
served not less than that period as an engineer on board of a 
steamer provided with a condensing engine, and must have 
obtained certificates from the director or superintending engi- 
neer as to his ability. He will be examined on the following 
subjects: 1. Testimonals; 2. English grammar. composition, 
and penmanship ; 3. Mechanical drawing; size of sheet 18 by 
26inches. Name and date to be in the lower right-hand corner ; 
4. Arithmetic. The elements of the following subjects: Alge- 
bra, metry, mensuration, plane trigonometry, analytical and 
descriptive geometry; 5. Elementary mechanics and physics ; 
6. po me of the elementary bodies, and general principles of 
chemical philosophy ; 7. Reading, writing, and speaking the 
French language; 8. Explanation of the manner of putting 
engines in operation; how to regulate their action and guard 
against danger from boilers, due to foaming and other causes. 
Boiler scale the means of preventing its forma- 
tion, its ch p , and how to remove it. The loss 
by blowing off. The various instruments for determining the 
density of the water, their principles, the method of graduating, 
and manner of using them; 9. Description of the various 
marine boilers commonly used, together with their attachments; 
10. Description of the different kinds of condensers and air and 
feed pumps, and their connections; causes of their derange- 
ments, and how to prevent and remedy them ; 11. Principles and 
peculiarities of the different kinds of steam and expansion 
valves and valve gears applied to steam machinery; 12. The 
a of using steam expansively, together with the limits and 
modifications imposed, and the necessary calculations relating 
thereto; 13. The construction and mode of applying the indi- 
cator, and the yr of its diagrams. The construction 
and principles of the various steam and vacuum gauges, and 
causes of thejr derangement : 14. Practical building and repair- 
ing of steam machine! Valuation of subjects, 1,000 marks ; 
lowest satisfactory, Before a Cadet Engineer can be com- 
issiored: an Assistant Engineer in the Navy, favorable testi- 
monials coneerning him must have been received by the Depart- 
ment from all the commanding officers and ounler engineers 
under whom he may have served. The Department will submit 
such testimonials to the board of engitger officers. Should any 
officer appear before the board whose testimonials are uneatis. 
factory as to his other than professional qualifications, the 
board will, without acting on his case, refer to the Department 
for such action as may be revuired under the circumstances, and 
this rule applies in all subsequent promotions. He will be ex- 
amined on the same subjects as the candidate from civil life, 
with the addition of differential and integral calculus. Valua- 
tion of subjects, same as in other examination. Before an 
Assistant Engineer can be commissioned a Passed Assistant Engi- 
neer in the Navy, he must have served at least three years at sea 
as Assistant Engineer on board a naval steamer, and favorable 
testimonials concerning him must have been received by the 
Department 1rom all the commanding officers and senior engi- 
neers under whom he may have served. The Department will 
submit such testimonials to the Buard of engineer officers. He 
will be examined on the same subjects as before, with the addi- 
tion of mechanical philosophy, embracing statics, dynamics, 
hydrostatics, and hydrodynamics ; natural p ~ a embracing 
heat, electricity, pneumatics, chemistry of the elementary 
bodies, and general principles of chemical philosophy. The 
details of construction of the various marine boilers commonly 
used with simple and compound engines, together with their 
attachments. Boiler scale; the causes of, the means of pre- 
venting its formation, its chemieal composition, and how to 
remove it. The loss by blowing off. The various instruments 
used for determining the de: sity of the water, their principles, 
the method of graduating and manner of fare | them. Descrip- 
tion of various steam pumps in use. The details of molding and 
casting in steam machinery. A general knowledge of the theory, 
laws, and construetion of the various kinds of paddle-wheels 
and screw-propellers. Theory of the steam engine, the calcula- 
tions connected therewith, and the interpretation of indicator 
diagrams. Strength of materials, and the influence of form in 
connection therewith. Valuation of subjects, same as in other 
examinations. Before a Passed Assistant Engineer can be com- 
missioned a Chief Engineer in the Navy, he must have served at 
least two years at sea as a Passed Assistant Engineer on board a 
naval steamer, and favorable testimonials must have been 
received concerning him by the Department from all of the com- 
manding officers anu senior engineers under whom he may have 
served. The Department will submit such testimonials to the 
board of engineer officers. He will be examined on the same 
subjects as before, adding thereto how to proportion boilers for 
a given power for simple and compound engines. Decay of boilers, 
its causes and principles, and details of construction of various 
types of marine governors. Capability of furnishing a workin 
rawing. Practical metallurgy. bt me laws, and details o 
construction of the various propelling instruments in use, and 
the necessary calculations relating to them. Advantages and 
disadvantages of the different kinds of paddle-wheel and screw- 
propeller engines, (simple and compound,) to be able to propor- 
tion them for a given vessel, 80 as to secure a given speed with a 
ven propelling instrument. General theory and practice of 
ron ship building. Valuation of subjects, same as before. 
ComPANY Nashville, Tenn., December 16, 1874, writes : 
** Will you be so kind as to give me your decision in the follow- 
ing case? Private N. enlisted on June 20, 1870, deserted August 
6, fora, surrendered under the President’s Proclamation Decem- 
ber 2, 1878. The time he has to make good amounts consequent- 
ly to three months and twenty-six days, and his term of service 
will expire on November 16, 1875. How is his clothing account 
to be settled ? Willit be correct to give him fourth year’s al- 
lowance to November 16, 1874, and fifth year’s allowance to No- 
vember 16, 1875? By answering my questionin your JouRNAL 
before the expi-ation of this year you would confer a great favor 
not only on me but on many others who feel puzzled.” ANSWER. 
—It would seem that your supposition is right. By the effect of 
the President’s Proclamation your deserter is placed in exactly 
the same state as on the day when he Gesorted, minus the time 
when he was enjoying French leave. Whatever that time may 
be is added to his term of service, and affects the commence- 
ment of his fourth, fifth or other year respectively. His clothing 
follow the same rule. 
ctober 30, 1874, writes: ‘‘I beg leave 


$ the causes of, 








: R, Oswego, 
to appeal to your judgment by request of parties much interested. 
The question is, who was the first man to hold the rank of lieu- 
tenant-general? It has been agreed that they abide your de- 
cision in the matter."” ANswer.— Make your question precise. Do 

mean the first man in the whole world, or in any one nation ? 
It you mean the former, we must decline the gratuitous antiqua- 
rian research involved in the firet used of the title lieutenant- 
general. If the latter, specify your naticn, and we will try to 
answer the inquiry. Remember, however, the old adage about 
questions and answers, and do not absorb the valuable time of 


y; | an editor in answering queries that are of no importance, save to 


satisfy idle curiosity. 
Sr. lees ies? “In wheeling, either on a fixed or moveable 
vot, is it not by Upton’s Revised that ‘the feel’ is 
the pivet? In other words, ‘the feel’ ina marching 
wheel is the same as in a wheel fromahalt.” ANsweR.—You are 


right. It must be remembered, however, that a feel is not a 
push. Pressure ooo perce be yielded to; that from 
marching flank 
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OUR SOLDIERS. 

N our issue of November 28th we published an 
article on “Our Recruits,” which article was 
based on the revelations of the general order direct- 
ing that recruiting be resumed. The facts revealed 
by the order were sufficiently startling, and we were 
compelled to draw, with great regret, the gravest 
conclusions as to the imperfections of our re- 
cruiting system, and to present those conclu- 
sions unmistakably to the attention of the Army and 
Navy at large. Had we failed to do so, we should 
but have repeated the mistake which cost Louis 
Napo.Eon his crown at Sedan, It was the covering 
up of national faults in time of peace, the blowing of 
the national trumpet befcre the battle began, that 
cost France three milliards of francs and a hundred 
thousand lives. As the one American journal de 
voted to Army interests, it is our plain duty in time 
of peace to help prepare for wer, by pointing our 
faults and the way to remedy those faults. It is 
the part of a traitor alone to flatter our friends to 
their ruin, when our eyes, unblinded by the mists of 
tradition and esprit de corps, can see the pitfalls that 
lie around the path of those we warn of their danger. 
With the hope that our warning would- be heeded, 
we pointed out the most prominent evils of our own 
and the English recruiting system. Amongst other 
things we said “the ratio of desertions in our own 
country and England is about similar, and the very 
dregs of the population in each country are too often 
among the men who enlist in the Regular Army.” 
It seems that this sentence and one other in the same 
article have given grave offence to many worthy 
enlisted men in the Army, who have written us lately, 
and who fancy that the words are applied to the 
men of all the Army at large, without exception, 
wherees the language was carefully limited to prevent 
any such supposition. The sentence implies only 
that a good many—too many—recruits in the 
Regular Army are bad men, not that all or even the 
majority are so. One quarter pretty clearly are, 
for at least one quarter, sometimes more, desert 
annually both here and in England, according 
to the yearly reports of ten years past. The 
fault, we have tried to show, belongs to the 
system, which offers so many chances to bad men to 
enlist and desert without punishment. Our corre- 
spondents who resent the word “ dregs,” as thought 
to be applied to them, entirely miss the point of the 
article. That there are any good men at all in the 
Army under such a system shows well for American 
nature. Another mistake made by our correspond- 
ents is in the interpretation of the following sen- 
tence: “All foreign observers and civilians as home 
unite in describing the rank and file of our own and 
the English armies as generally the very scum of so- 
ciev,.” It will be observed that we do not endorse 
this opinion, which is ascribed to “ foreign observers 
and civilians.” The universality of their testimony, 
however, corroborates the silent evidence of the sta- 
tistics of desertion, suicide and homicide in our own 
official reports. Still, there remains beneath all this 
scum, which rises to the top and is first seen by 
strangers, the strong essence of the real Army —of 
the good men who do their duty, who never desert, 











Six 


the 


ld 
DIS 
ng 


ed 











J anvary 2, 1875 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


329° 











ime 








who are surrounded by temptations, and who 
remain true soldiers. To such as these all honor is 
due, the more because of the many difficulties under 
which they labor, surrounded in many cases by 
vicious companions. Of such as these are the forty 
men of Company D, Twelfth United States Infantry, 
whose captain wrote us the manly and generous let- 
ter of defence which we published in our last issue. 
These men are preserved from much evil by the in- 
fluence of temperance, and the same influence wher- 
ever it extends elsewhere is sure to produce similar 
effects. We have been severe on the bad element in 
the Army because we believe it is the product of a 
bad system which we hope to see swept away. We 
have written sharply of our recruits; for our 
soldiers, the strong wine that lies above the dregs, 
the essence that underlies the froth and scum, we 
have nothing but honor and respect. 








‘¢OrrcuLar No. 10,” dated August 1st, issued by 
the Secretary of the Navy, establishes an innovation 
upon the law and usage of the service which we 
cannot but regard as unjustifiable, and contrary to 
express act of Congress, The circular, it will be 
remembered, abolishes “the office of Executive 
Officer of the Navy-yards,” and goes on to say: 
‘“‘There shall be attached to each Navy-yard an 
officer not above the rank of commander, who shall 
be called Senior Aid to Commandant. He shall act 
as the principal aid of the Commandant in regard to 
the business of the yard.” Now, we fail to,see how 
the act of Congress of March 3d, 1871 (chap. 117, 
sec. 110) can be otherwise construed than on the 
theory that whenever there is a captain of the Navy 
attached to a yard, he, and he only, is the proper; 
person to be detailed as ‘‘Aid or Executive of the 
Commanding Officer of the yard.” The law evi- 
dently contemplates only the designation of an officer 
“below the next in rank to the Commanding Officer” 
to be Aid or Executive, when it is “‘ impracticable” 
to select an officer of the grade next to the Com- 
mandant of the yard or station. The language of 
the section seems to us free from all ambiguity and 
open only to the construction we have indicated, In 
“Circular No. 10,” however, the Secretary has not 
only put an entirely different construction upon the 
section quoted, but in doing so, be has also, in our 
judgment, plainly transcended his rightful authority, 
that is, he has abolished one office and created 
another. The first clause of the section referred to, 
it is true, leaves it discretionary with the Secretary 
to ‘* detail a line officer to act as Aid or Executive of 
the Commanding Officer of a vessel of war or a 
Naval Station,” but the moment, “in his discretion,” 
he makes the detail, he must conform to the words 
and meaning of the section, which in plain and 
unequivocal language directs that the officer so 
detailed shall, when not “impracticable,” be “next 
in rank” to the Commanding Officer. For our own 
part, we cannot see how any other construction can 
be placed on the language of the act, or how the 
Secretary’s circular ean be held to harmonize with it. 








Tue Navy Department has extended its aid to the 
Zoological Society at Philadelphia, which is making 
an effort to obtain specimens of all animals, birds 
and reptiles in existence, for exhibition and study at 
its gardens in Fairmount Park, by authorizing the 
commanding officers and others on foreign stations 
to assist the society in its laudable enterprise as far 
as they can conveniently and without detriment to 
themselves or the service. It is proposed to make 
this exhibition as complete as possible by the open- 
ing of the Centennial, and as the society partakes 
somewhat of a public character, its collections being 
at any time liable to be turned over to the city of 
Philadelphia, assistance can be appropriately ex- 
tended to it in the manner indicated. Joun L. 
LeEconrE, M. D., is the Secretary of the Society. It 
is understood that reasonable expense incurred by 
any one in securing rare specimens for this society 
will be re-imbursed by it; or, at least it is not ex- 
pected that officers will injure themselves pecuniarily 
unless they choose by extending their good offices in 
behalt of the society. It is frequently within the 
power of our officers on foreign stations to secure 
such specimens at a trifle, and as returning vessels 
can bring them home without very great inconveni- 


prospect of the society beirg materially aided by 
those who take any interest in such matters. 

The War Department, it is understood, has also 
expressed its appreciation of the objects of the 
society, and commended it to the officers of the 
Army on duty at the outposts. 








Tue report of General Humpnreys, Chief of Engi- 
neers, for the year 1874, by the mere physical weight 
of the two bulky volumes containing it, must im- 
press every one who even cursorily examines it, with 
the extent and variety of the work accomplished by 
the Engineer Corps of our Army. The report con- 
tains nearly two thousand pages, full of valuable 
facts, all put in terse and compact form, and largely di- 
gested into tables. Surveys, explorations, the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors, reports on dams 
and river operations generally, in France and else- 
where, harbor defences, torpedo and mining experi- 
ments, work on fortifications, succeed each other in 
these voluminous pages,,and together comprise a 
record of the year's work to which the Corps and the 
country can point with justifiable pride. The re- 
port opens up so many subjects for discussion that 
we cannot do better than await the leisure for their 
consideration which their importance demands. Asto 
the matter of torpedo experiments, especially, we 
shall have something to say hereafter. 








OnE of the New York weekly papers has been 
lately airing itself with conspicuous incorrectness on 
the subject of General BARTLETT, whose name has 
been mentioned as the coming Chief of Ordnance of 
New York State, and has especially denounced him 
as an “ old fossil.” It so happens that the general is 
a man in the prime of life, with a good sterling war 
record, having commanded brigades in the Sixth and 
Fifth Corps of the Army of the Potomac during the 
rebellion, and ended at the head of a divi- 
sion—subsequently receiving the appointment 
of minister to Sweden. If the shifting of 
politics compels a change from General Knox, 
the present incumbent, it will at least be a 
satisfaction to know that it involves only a transfer 
of office from one good soldier to another. For our 
own individual preference, we hope yet to see the 
time when the National Guard of every State in the 
Union shall be as permanent as the Federal Army, 
and as independent of politics. 








THE recent uniform Circular issued by the Navy 
Department, on the subject of gold lace on the 
pantaloons, which goes into effect on the 1st of 
January, does not seem to be generally under- 
stood, particularly as to the width of the lace. As 
there is but one dress-coat that has lace on the collar, 
laced pantaloons are to be worn with that coat only, 
and the luce is to be the same kind and of the same 
width as that on the collar of the coat. This we 
believe is the construction of the Circular. 








A pEspatcH from Chicago, Dec. 29, announces 
that Lieutenant-General SHERIDAN lett Chicago the 
night before for New Orleans, accompanied by Colo- 
nel and Brevet Major-General D. H. Rucker, assis- 
tant quartermaster-general; Major and Brevet Brig- 
adier-General George A. Forsytu, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel M. V. Suerman, A. D. C. The despatch 
adds that the Lieutenant-General merely stops en 
route for Cuba at New Orleans, to look into the con- 
dition of affairs there for the information of the 
President. 


Some experiments, presenting points of great 
interest, says the Army and Navy Gazette, are now 
in course of development at the Royal Arsenal, 
Woolwich, under the superintendence of Major Mait- 
land, Royal Artillery, Assistant-Superintendent of 
the Gun Factories. For a length of time the Elder 
Brethren of the Trinity Board have been in commu- 
nication with the War Department in regard to the 
production of fog-signal guns of improved pattern, 
which it is proposed to place at various stations 
around the coasts of Great Britain ; and a design has 
been furnished, which has been approved of by Pro- 
fessor Tyndall, who is the great authority on acoustic 
matters. This consists of a breech-loading gun, with 
a series of revolving chambers behind, which are 
loaded and fired in succession. It is intended that 





ence and at little expense, there seems to be a fair 


an interval of five minutes shall elapse between each 


discharge, so as to prevent all possibility of either of 
the chambers becoming heated unduly. Preliminary 
experiments are now being made with small models, 
about two feet long, having various descriptions of 
mouth—plain, conical, and parabolic, The materials 
employed in the construction of these models are 
cast-iron and bronze. A committee of scientific men 
assembled at the Royal Arsenal some days ago to 
test the respective qualities of each class of model. 
Professor Tyndall, Mr. Douglas, Censulting Engineer 
to the Trinity Board, and a number of artillery 


officers and others interested in the matter, were pre- 
sent. It was ascertained that, at moderate distances, 
the bronze gun, with a parabolic mouth, gave the 
loudest and best result; but that, at a distance of 
two miles, the cast-iron gun, with the conical mouth, 
was far superior to the others. Further experiments 
are to be made shortly, the employment of gun. 
cotton being also introduced into them. 








GARIBALDI has written a letter in reply to the 
statements contained in the recent rt of the In- 
vestigating Committee of the French Assembly on 
the Army of the East. Garibaldi blames General 
Bourbaki for not communicating with him, and as- 
serts that he opposed Manteuffel to the last extrem- 
ity. In the same letter Garibaldi makes a bitter at- 
tack on the French priesthood. 








A DESPATCH from the Headquarters of the Army, 
dated Dec. 24th, forwards a telegram from Lieutenant- 
Gen. Sheridan announcing ‘‘ that eight warriors, thirty- 
nine squaws and papooses, with sixty-two ponies, be- 
longing to Medicine Water’s band of Cheyennes, sur- 
rendered unconditionally to the troops at the Cheyenne 
Agency on the 20th inst. Two white women are now 
with Stone Calf, who is said to have two hundred 
lodges on the Staked Plains. Two messengers from 
Stone Calf have arrived asking for Peace. ord has 
been sent to him that he cao surrender unconditionally, 
and a demand was made for the white women.” 

Another dispatch, dated St. Louis, Dec. 26th, says : 
‘‘General Sheridan telegraphs this day as follows : 
General Pope reports the surrender of four hundred 
more hostile Indians, at the erp fe and Arrapahoe 
Agency, to Lieutenant-Colonel McNeiil.” 

till another dispatch from the same source, dated 
Dec. 29th, says that Lieutenant-General Sheridan telc- 
graphs that Captain Keyes, of the Tenth Cavalry, re- 
ports that he followed up the Cheyenne trail from Bar- 
ry’s Creek, on the Washita, to the north fork of the 
Canadian, eighty miles, and captured the band, con- 
sisting of fifty-two Cheyennes, with eighty ponies. 
They belong to Medicine Water’s and Medicine Ar- 
row’s bands. 

H. W. Bingham, U. 8. Indian Agent at Fort Sully, 
Dakota Territory, telegraphed the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs at Washington, Dec. 23d, that he had pur- 
sued, with a party of soldiers and Sioux Indians, the 
miners who, contrary to Lieutenant-General Sheridan’s 
published orders, had started for the Black Hills 
and but for the exhaustion of his rations woul 
have overtaken them. He had gone thirty-five 
miles into the Black Hills. The agent adds: ‘‘ Troops 
should be sent at once to drive out the miners. The 
Indians are anxious to raise a war party to drive them 
out. Have advised them not to do so until we hear 
from you. Should the Indians attack the miners I fear 
war would be the result.” The Secretary of the In- 
terior transmitted the report to the Secretary of War, 
requesting ‘‘that the most effective measures within the 
power of the War Depariment may be adopted toward 
all persons making encroachments upon said territory, 
and that all intruders be pursued, overtaken and ex- 
pelled from it.” Red Cloud has sent an urgent peti- 
tion to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to be al- 
lowed to come on to Washington with some forty 
Sioux adherents and settle all the troubles about the . 
Black Hills Reservation and hunting on the Platte 
River, etc., but the Commissioser replied that, on ac- 
count of the want of funds to pay the expenses of the 
— negotiators, their proposition must be de- 
clined. . 

A special Indian agent who was despatched by the 
Government to investigate the cause of the Indian 
troubles between the Sioux and Utes in the Snake River 
Valley, ascertained that whiskey was at the bottom of 
the attair, and caused the dispensers of that article to 
the Indians to be placed under arrest, and warrants 
issued for the arrest of those not at hand. A messenger 
was despatched to invite the Indians to return to the 
Reservation. 








Capraris W. H. BARTHOLOMEW, of the Sixteenth 
Regiment of Infantry, died at the United States Arse- 
nal, Little Rock, Ark., on the 24th of December. He 
was a native of Pennsylvania, and entered the Army at 
the opening of the civil war with the rank of second 
lieutenant. He attained the rank of major by brevet 
in the Volunteers in December, 1882, and that of cap- 
tain in the regular Army in January, 1865. The re- 
mains have been sent to his home for interment. 








Tur following candidates for the position of Second 
Lieutenant in the Army have examined by the 
Board of Examination in Washington, and, baving 
passed satisfactory examinations, are assigned to the 
regiments opposite their names : James Breman, Seven- 
teenth Infantry ; Charles St. John Chubb, Seventeenth 
Infantry ; James 8. Juett, Tenth Infantry ; Charles L. 
Hodges, Twenty-fifth Infantry; Charles E. Mason, 
Thirteenth Iofantry ; James 8. Marteller,’ Twenty- 
fourth Infantry. 
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RETIRED OFFICERS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sim: As the question of bene retired officers on 
duty is being discussed, and in all probability will be 
brought before Congress the next session, it 1s well that 
both sides of the question should be represented. 
yet only one side has been considered, and that (I 
think) without me ~ A all of the points for and 

the measure. law as it now stands, liber- 
ly provides for retired officers, so why not let well 
enough alone? The bill before Congress last session 
wae is not favored by the President or Secretary of 
ar) was drawn up (so I have heard) by some officers 
of influence who are determined to push it through. 
Once make it a law, and those officers of so much in- 
fluence omenly can feather their nests by getting 
placed on duty in choice spots, on full pay, with quar- 
ters, fuel, etc. (per' of # major-general, brigadier, 
or colonel), with little or nothing to do, and that little 
just what officers on the active list are now doing with 
no additional expense to the Government. Those 
officers with no influence can have the pleasure of com- 
manding Forts Jefferson, Fia., Jackson, or St. Philip, 
La., and such like, with an ordnance sergeant for their 
rison, their company and post clerk their battery, 
their company, their orderly, their everything; or per- 
haps they may be placed on duty as Indian agents, five 
hundred miles beyond the jumping off place. Would 
such employment suit those who are now complninicg of 
“a life of enforced idleness.” The services of an officer 
capable of doing light work in some walk of life, but who 
prefers ‘‘ idleness” because the Government gives him 
no work, won’t be much loss. It is pro to place re- 
tired officers in command of u med forts and 
- barracks to take care of them; this will increase the 
expense of the Government, for they are now in charge 
of ordnance sergeants, men that can labor, and do with 
their hands what retired officers do not propose to do. 
A retired officer informed me that as soon as this bill 
becomes a law, it was the intention to order the troops 
away from a number of our forts and barracks, and 
placed retired officers in command. How absurd. This 
certainly was not stated on authority. If some retired 
officers are able to take the of three or four com- 
panies or more, it is for the interest of the Government 
to organize them into battalions and send them to con- 
quer the Indians, for one battalion of such men could 
subdue all of them in one short campaign. 

Will placing retired officers on duty be a saving to 
the Government? I think not, unless they can accept 
civil officers and draw only one salary, saving the other 
for the Treasury. Placing them on duty would in- 

the Government expense by giving them almost 
double what. they now receive, for doing what is now 
done by officers on the active list with no increased 
expense. It.is claimed that they can do the recruiting 
for the Army, courts-martial and board of survey duty. 
By doing the former, they will take from the infantry 
and cavalry the only opportunity they have of being 
stationed once in a life time in a civilized community. 
The courts-martial and board of survey duty, is now 
done at a very small expense to the Government by 
officers on the active list, who should be kept familiar 
with such work. At most ts there are enough 
officers for courts and ; if not, others at the 
nearest posts are ordered when they are required and 
the expense is trifling. Befere the law was passed forbid- 
ding otficers of the retired list from doing duty, places 
were made for retired officers—a number of permanent 
General courts-martial, com of officers of the 
est rank, were ized, most of the time with 
dom a case to try, but the members drawing full 
pay, allowances, etc. such duty was abused 
Congress passed a law forbidding retired officers doing 
duty except in time of war. I think Senator Logan 
knew all about it at the time. 

If these officers are placed on duty at West Point 
most of the instructors will be disabled officers, and 
instead of the Academy having the benefit of active 
young officers fresh from the Army and from the 
tield, it will in the course of time have nothing but old 
fogies. It may be for the benefit of our Army to teach 
the cadets the stern realities of war, by keeping ever 
before them our unfortunate brother officers who have 
been disabled in the service. I cannot say that I be- 
lieve it—on the contrary I think such sights are calcu- 
lated to check military ardor. 

Suppose no objection of this kind can be raised, is it 
for the interest of retired officers to be placed on duty 
iv time’of peace ? Now retired officers are generall 
able to en, in some business not over-taxing their 
strength, which with their pay enables them to live in 
such places as they may select, where they can have 
permanent homes, educate their children, and feel that 
they cannot be disturbed except in time of war, when 
the law provides that they may be placed on light 
duty. Pass a law permitting them to be placed on 
duty, and their homes become uncertain, the occupa- 
tion of those in some easy employment will 
vanish; with many it will bring such employment to 
an immediate close. With those not on duty, their 
pasion’. wim Deere. so pegnpy at Oe gueet 
engage in anything to help eke outa living; it wi to 

live on their aa | 
haps to go a to orm some tem 
with iraveliog expenses allowed 
be each one must sup- 
spouse from his asp {Tol 
long mov s at the 
months to be telieved from uty in a 
ew or no friends, then to wait 


r pay only,and wait for orders, per- | £200 
besa miles 
only actual 


orders on retired pay only. May be the next orders 
require them to n another direction, perhaps a 
or distance; if they have saved anything out of 
their retired pay—and it is hard to do that—or if 
money has been made by selling out the household 
goods at auction—that is seldom done—then the 
officers may have something to move their families 
with, but little will be left to establish another home in 
another uncertain position. Uncle Sam often sends 
his servants to undesirable places, and as much as tells 
—— “darn the expense,” but that don’t pay the 
ills. 

Is it not impertinent for retired officers to go to 


‘As Congress asking them to repeal or change a law which 


they characterize as ‘‘ unwise and unjust legislation ?” 
If the President or Secretary of War deemed it for the 
interest of the service that retired officers should be 

laced on duty, doubtless they would recommend such 


fegislation, 


a ARMY. 
New York, November 28th, 1874. 








SIGHTING. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Str: I have read with great interest in your issue of 
December 19th, the excellent article of ‘‘H. C. M.,” 
under the heading of “ Sighting,” and I am rejoiced to 
see that a movement Jooking towards improvement 
has at length been made in that very much neglected 
direction, the pointing of ordnance. 

It is strange that with our habitual readiness to adopt 
new inventions, and national fertility of resources, we 
should have made such progressin perfecting guns and 
projectiles, and yet permitted the all important subject 
of properly directing them to be a matter of compara- 
tively secondary consideration. As ‘“‘H. C. M.” ve 
justly om, the sights now in use for mortars and all 

i of guns are of the most crude and inaccurate 
description, and it is not surprising that numerous 
complaints have from time to time been made by 
officers of artillery, whose practical experience has 
shown them how erent enna ee the present system 
is, and that unless some better be adopted the tables of 
ranges become little short of useless, 
hat we most need is a sight which under all cir- 
cumstances shall indicate the precise direction of the 
axis of the bore, and do away with the element of 
ess work, which has already too largely obtained in 
in our artillery firing. The elevating arcs are all very 
well so long as the gun platfo.ms remain level, and the 
theory upon which ff are applied is intact, but with 
the setting of the the whole thing is upset, and 
this too often without being perceived. e pendulum 
hausse is very good for ordinary purposes, but for 
thorougbly accurate firing a more reliable instrument is 
needed, and without it we may strive in vain to make 
ourselves masters of this part of our profession. Asa 
very eminent artillery officer said in an order published 
some years ago, one well-directed shot fired every five 
minutes is worth any amount of terrific haphazard 
firing, for shots improperly direeted are not only valu- 
able material thrown away, but serve to bring artillery 
fire into contempt ; and during the late war the erratic 
nature of the firing was often a source of great amuse- 
ment to soldiers on both sides, and yet even with the 

test care and attention it is useless to attempt to 
re guns with imperfect means of directing them, and 
all firing with such must be more or less wasteful and 
ineffectual, and I doubt not that much of the bad 
firing which was attributed to defective projectiles, 
etc., was due, in at least an equal degree, to the nature 
of the sight, which failed to provide for unfavorable 
circumstances. 

It is tiue that no sight has been introduced into our 
service which does away with these difficulties, but in 
addition to Lieutenant Totten’s ‘‘Collimating Sight,” 
I wish to call attention to a similar instrument, in- 
vented about three years ago by Captain Rando!ph, 
Fifth Artillery, which has for its object the proper di- 
rection of the axis of the bore entirely independent of 
the line of metal. This contrivance is applicable to 
light as well as heavy guns, is always under the eye of 
the — is compact, strong and inexpensive, and 
can be carried in a pouch suspended from the neck of 
the gunner, the same as the pendulum hausse; it indi- 
cates the precise direction, elevation, and depression of 
the piece, and is not liable to get out of order; beyond 
this I am not aware that anything is claimed for it. 
Captain Randolph exhibited drawings of his invention 
to several officers of his regiment, and at the time of 
the or of the article on “ Sighting,” his was 
already in process of manufacture. I hope soon to be 
able to describe it in detail. 

ARTILLERY. 








THE SO-CALLED WHALE BOAT WAR OF 
THE REVOLUTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 


Sim: On the part of the British this was really an 
organized gunboat system, by which vessels capable of 
co-operating with their army and the heavy draft ships 
of their navy, were placed in the control of loyal 
gentlemen conversant with the then unsurveyed waters 
of America and duly commissioned for the service. 
These gunboats were costly; we find, December 3, 
1781, an account of a small unfurnished, and very 
ordinary ‘‘ whaleboat,” stolen by an enterprising party 
of American bushwsckers, and being ransomed for 
, & large sum in those days, when £1 would buy 
$200 in Continental money; they were about forty 
feet long, thoroughly well built, carrying from two to 
four guns, with arm chests and small arms, some of 
them with three masts and pulling twenty-six oars 
perfect sea boats, picking up prizes on the bro 
ocean, excellent gunboats, ting close in shore and 
suppressing the Of hoaille infantry during = land- 








of British troops, on foraging parties or other ex- 
eistom ns thus lelaiied teeny peqviced conditions 
at an age when steam was unknown. 

In course of time the Americans essayed to fit out 
somewhat similar vessels, but in their case the want of 
a base of operations, of respectable associations, of a 
firm military control, and the stern sense of respon- 
sibility which it involves, at once became manifest by 
speedy degeneration into a semi-piratical, semi-smug- 
gling, and, taken in the whole, rather cowardly and 
chicken roost robbing, course of proceeding, which, 
effecting no useful purpose, never co-operating with 
regular troops or concerted and important enterprizes, 
or so much as heard’ of in connection with Washing- 
ton’s Army, soon fell into disrepute even with the 
Americans, whilst the British unsparingly denounced 
it as the service of a collection of thieves and 
marauders. (New York Post Boy, June 28, 1779.) 

Far different was it with the Association of Loyal 
Refugees, by which name the British system was 
known. On all occasions we find them fighting 
bravely, co-operating as auxiliaries with men of war, 
covering with their fire the landing of British detach- 
ments, acting as convoys in distant and dangerous ex- 
peditions, making pein of large vessels hundreds of 
miles away from New York, and punctually returning 
prisoners and prizes to the authorities there, and in the 
gay dinner parties, for which New York under the 
British was celebrated, a regular toast, after that of 
the Royal family and the commanders, was: ‘‘ The 
Loyal Associated Refugees.” In the Royal Gazette, 
January 3, 1781, appears a proclamation of His 
Excellency Sir Wm. Franklin, Royal Governor of New 
Jersey, and tben President of the Hon. Board of 
Associated Loyalists, showing the royal authority 
under which they acted, and at Lloyd’s Neck the asso- 
ciation had a strong fort, surgeons and king’s ships 
The American troops, by order of General Washington,* 
at che time endeavored to take this fort, but the attack 
not succeeding, the matter was hushed up. Governor 
Franklin’s wife died in New York, on the 28th of 
quly, 1776, where the curious may still see her mural 
tablet in St. Paul’s Church. Twenty years before the 
war the following advertisement appears in the 
Mercury of Oct. 28, 1754: 


GENERAL Post Orrice, PHILapEeLpuia, Oct. 10, 1754. 


This is to give notice that until Christmas next a post will set 
out every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, precisely at eight 
a’clock in the morning, from Philadelphia for New York, and 
from New York for Philadelphia, and will come in at both these 
atagne 7 Tuesday, Thursday, and Soperey, about five 
a’clock in the afternoon. By command of the Deputy Post- 
master General. 


Wu. FRANKLIN, Comptroller. 

In the Mercury of Nov. 15, 1779, is a notice request- 
ing the Loyal Refugees of the Province of New York 
to meet that evening ut 5 o’clock, at the house of Mr. 
John Amory. Two days before this, an invitation 
bad been issued to the representatives of the Loyal 
Refugees of the several provinces in rebellion, to meet 
at the Coffee House, on Tuesday evening, at 5 o’clock, 
ee by Anthony G. Stewart, President. The object 
of these meetings was to frame and present an address 
to His Excellency, Sir Henry Clinton, Governor, and 
to which he replied, ‘‘I receive with the highest satis- 
faction an address from so loyal and respectable a body 
of gentlemen. It gives me hope that my most earnest 
wish to protect and derive assistance from your exer- 
tions, has been felt by you. The sense I must have of 
the honor you confer on me, is a new motive to my 
further efforts to deserve well of the Refugees, and I 
approve of your assembling, as your object must 
certainly be consistent with the public good.” 

The following official papers, published July 5, 1779, 
tend to show the character of the organization, its 
affinity with the regular navy and its strict discipline. 
The report of Lieutenant Commander Winslow is 
omitted as too lengthy: 





Own BoarpD THE DIANA TRANSPORT, WHITESTONE, June 2, 1779. 
Dsar Sir: I have this moment received the enclosed report 
from Lieutenant Commandant Winslow, and forward it imme- 
diately by Mr. Leonard, who will do himself the honor of deliver- 
ing it to your Excellency, and of explaining to you whatever 
may be desired by your Excellency, and the other of our respect- 
able and obliging agents to whom His Majesty’s ‘‘ Loyal Asso- 
ciated Refugees” are under infinite obligations. I have the 
honor to be, with great respect and esteem, your Excellency’s 
much obliged, and most faithful servant, 

MUND Fannina, Colonel Associated Refugees, etc. 
His ExceELLENCY, GOVERNOR FRANKLIN. 


The above letter encloses report of Lieutenant Com- 
mander E. Winslow, Associated Refugees, written on 
board His Majesty’s ship Royal Charlotte, in Hunting- 
don harbor, Long Island: 


Captain Howe’s compliments to Mr. Leonard and the com- 
manders of the Associated Refugees armed vessels, and begs to 
return them his particular thanks for their strict diligence and 
attention in attending the convoy from Rhode Island, and ac- 
uaints them that in justice to their conduct he has represented 
their zeal and assiduity to Sir George Collier, commander-in-chief 
in New York, Dated on board His Majesty's ship Tames, in 
Huntingdon bay, June 30, 1779. TyRINGHAM HowsE. 


In an address presented to Colonel Cuyler, previous 
to his departure for England, by a camp at Smithtown, 
Long Island, we have a further view of the associa- 
tion: 

Sin: The Loyal Refugees established at Smithtown, beg leave 
to signify their approbation of your conduct in the support of 
His Majesty’s government in every stage of the rebellion. Your 
firmness and uniform deportment in the hour of trial, has caused 
many to follow your example, and merits applause. With grati- 
tude they return you thanks for the kind attention and patronage 
you have at all times shown the loyalists, and with concern they 

et your departure at this time, though they flatter themselves 
with your speedy return to reassure them. As you are person- 
ally acquainted with their sentiments, they doubt not but you 
will give assurance of their loyal attachment to His Majesty and 
overnment, and of their readiness to give every assistance to 
the suppression of the tebellion. They wish you a safe passage 
return, and with every mark of esteem, have the 
in behalf of the body, sir, your most obedient ser- 
ALsTYN, major commanding; P. Luxe, 8. V. D. 
Port, B. captains; M. PENDERGRASS, Wm. CasTLLES, 
Joun Hvuyck, lieutenants ; P. DuRLAND, quartermaster. 


It would be impossible, from want of space, to give 
even a suggestion of the details of the daring and 


and y 
honor to be 
vants, P. V. 
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adventurous services of these gunboats or ‘‘ whale- 
boats,” but a few selected items illustrate at least the 
diversity of their employment. On the 12th of 
March, 1781, we notice the accounts of an expedition, 
in company with men of war, by which the Ameri- 
cans were severely raided on in many places on the 
sea board. The loyal associates in their light draft 
boats, bore all the brunt of the actions, were frequently 
under heavy fire, and returned successful. in the 
Post Boy of June 14, 1799, is the following: ‘‘ Last 
Thursday a party of Loyal Refugees landed at Shrews- 
bury, New Jersey, and brought off Colonels Hendrick- 
son and Wyckoff, Mr. Van Brunt, Captain Chaddock, 
Captain McKnight, (who broke his parole here some 
time ago) one of the militia, and a Continental soldier. 
The first five were Tory persecutors. About 9 o’clock 
Friday morning, returning to their boats, they were 
attacked by a body of militia, whom they repulsed, 
killing three and wounding eleven. They then brought 
oft their prisoners.” 

On the 16th of April, 1781, we catch a glimpse of 
an English source of supplies. ‘‘Last Thursday 
Captain Turner of the whale-boat Zrimmer, sent in 
(to New York) a sloop which he cut out from Morris 
river, in the Delaware, the Monday before, with two 
other vessels which have not yet arrived. Onthe 11th 
instant he saw seven sail standing out from the Dela- 
ware, three of which he took to be frigates.” On the 
23d of April, the same boat serds in ‘‘a rebel galley 
and a large schooner loaded with Indian corn.” On 
the 11th of June, then off Sandy Hook, and nearly in 
sight of the light-house, the Zrimmer, in a gale, cap- 
sized and sunk, carrying down with her thirty-five 
souls. After various remarks, at different times, on 
the protection to the commerce of New York, afforded 
by the “cruising whale-boats of the Loyal Refugees,” 
the Royal Gazette on the 30th of May, 1781, gives 
notice that the Americans had also fitted out large 
boats on the Delaware. ‘‘ Three large whale-boats are 
now fitted out at Philadelphia, and ready to fall down 
(the river) in order to protect the trade of the Dela- 
ware against our cruising whate-boats, which have 
greatly annoyed it. These boats are also intended to 
cruise along the Jersey shore, from Cape May to the 
Hook, (Sandy). Our coasts will therefore be upon 
their guard.” In consequence of this notice, the Loyal 
Refugees sent out one of their bravest men—(a daring 
loyalist, proscribed by the Americans as early as 1778, 
a prisoner in New York when Washington held the 
city, and escaping from him)—in command of two 
boats with picked crews, the result of which is thus 
given in the Mercury of August 24, 1781—almost the 
same account being published in the Royal Gazette, 
with the additions that Captain Thompson’s lieuten- 
ant was wounded, and of the American armament, 
which consisted of one four pound howitzer and two 
swivels in each boat, six pieces in all, besides small 
arms. ‘‘About 3 o’clock last Tuesday afternoon, a 
very severe action was fought between the whale-boat 
Surprise, Captain Thompson and her consort; both 
their crews consisted of twenty-six men, and the two 
rebel whale-boats belonging to Philadelphia, off Little 
Barnegat, on the coast of New Jersey. The conflict 
lasted more than an hour within pistol shot, in which 
Captain Thompson received a dangerous wound inthe 
thigh, notwithstanding which he continued the con- 
test until the rebels took to their oars, first throwing 
over four of their dead. Among the number, one of 
their captains, named Eccles. Captain Thompson’s 
behavior on this occasion does him much credit, and 
demands the tribute of praise from every loyal heart. 
It is remarkable that after having received a swivel 
ball in his groin, he discharged his fusee twice; and 
when the anguish of his wound had disqualified him 
for the more active part of the contest, he still con- 
tinued giving orders in a supine posture, and exhorting 
his men, who were all refugees, not to strike the colors 
io the rebels. This relation is given to the public not 
to magnify the action in its immediate consequences, 
but as a clear testimony to the more elevated bravery 
of those who have nobly sacrificed their domestic ease 
and enjoyment to the best of all principles, that of 
loyalty.” 

The wound was mortal, and in a corner of a° New 
York church-yard, in a land which he fought against, 
lies the body of this celebrated loyalist. Two years 
after the date of his last battle, the British abandoned 
& hopeless task and left the country, taking with them 
twelve thousand loyalists, who settled anew in the 
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, under 
the folds of the flag they loved. | KNICKERBOCKER. 


A HINT FOR GENERAL UPTON. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 


Sir: Referring to Paragraph 776, Revised Infantry 
Tactics, it will be seen that General Upton, in describ- 
ing the honors to be paid by troops, mentions none as 
appropriate for a Governor out of his State. It 
cannot be believed for a moment that the gallant tac- 
tician indulged in any partisan feeling while engaged 
i a purely professional work, so that the omission 
must have been entirely accidental. But in the evil 
days that have fallen upon us, when the air is so full 
of strange though improbable rumors of carpet-bag- 

ers, dilatory returning boards and illegally-elected 
sovernors, such an omission does look tbe least bit 
like an intimation that a Governor out of his State is 
entitled to no respect—certainly no honors. Of course 
no “‘truly good man” would infer that, but ail the 
students of tactics are not ‘‘ truly good men.”’ 

To supply this omission and disabuse the minds of 
any sensitive politicians who may have observed it, an 
improvement is herewith respectfully suggested that 
can be described in no better way than by the follow- 
ing illustration, taken from the unwritten history of 
the small but model State of Rhode Island : 

a years ago there was in the city of Providence 
% crack militia company whose captain was rather 








noted, more for the zeal than the discretion with which 
he put in practice any new-fangled notion that had its 
birth in his rather active brain. On one occasion a 
reel, live Governor had intimated his desire to visit the 
crack company at its armory. The captain, fully 
alive to the importance of the event, set about prepar- 
ing the men for the Governor’s reception. ‘‘ Now,” 
said he, ‘‘ when I enter the room with the Governor, 
the company will be already drawn up prepared for 
me to introduce his Excellency. I wish you to pre- 
sent arms as I introduce him, and the preparatory 
command for the ‘ present’ will be ‘Governor!’ the 
command of execution will be ‘Minor’’—the name, 
by the way, of the unfortunate Governor. The im- 
portant evening arrived and the cortege entered the 
room, his Excellency leaning on the arm of the gal- 
lant captain, who shouted out as the party halted in 
front of the company: ‘‘ Governor, Minor!” The 
rattle of the “present” that followed the word 
‘‘ Minor” was, it 1s true, almost drowned in the irre- 
sistible laughing elicited by this novel military experi- 
ment, but the effect was fine. REGULAR. 








NAVAL ETIQUETTE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Srr: I, should like to call attention through your 
columns to a point of naval etiquette, a breach of 
which I believe to have been committed by an older 
officer of the service. Among officers of our own 
service, on board ship as well as at shore stations, it is 
both custumary and proper for the last arrival to await 
the first visit from those already in port, or who have 
been longer at any particular station. This is also the 
custom between the junior officers of the ships of 
different nations when they meet. But with command- 
ing officers the case is different. In the ‘‘ Regulations 
for the Navy of the United States,” it is distinctly 
stated in Articles 697 and 699 that—*‘ When a foreign 
vessel of war, of a nation in amity with us, shall 
arrive at a port of the United States, where one or 
more vessels of the Navy may be lying, the senior 
officer in command shall send a proper officer on board 
without delay, to make the usual offer of civilities and 
assistance,” and ‘‘ if the foreign vessel is not a flagship, 
after the offer of civilities has been made as above 
directed, a visit from her commander shall be awaited 
by the senior officer in command, and shall be 
promptly returned.” As this is a regulation laid down 
in respect to foreign vessels arriving in our ports, and 
as it is in accordance with the customs of other nations, 
it appears to me that it should be a guide to the com- 
manders of our own vessels when arriving in a foreign 
port—and that they should call first upon the com- 
manders of the vessels of any other nations which 
should happen to be there, after the offer of civilities 
had been made. 

I mention this on account of having received a letter 
from a foreigner, in which he stated, that the officer in 
command of one of our ships of war, after having 
been in port several weeks, had not visited the com- 
manding officers of any of the foreign ships which 
were in port when he arrived, and that he did not in- 
tend doing so until they had first visited him. 

This was naturally the subject of much wonder and 
remark among the foreign officers. 

If the commander referred to be right, then where 
is the consistency of our regulations; and if he be 
wrong, his attention should thus be called to it at once, 
so that Le may correct his erroneous ideas, for as a 
commanding officer of one of our ships, he is a repre- 
sentative man, and ought not to be deficient in that 
strict attention to etiquette which should characterize 
a naval officer. C. 








APROPOS OF “JACK.” 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Str: I had the honor of serving with the Second 
division, Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomac, during 
the fight which took place in the wood and boggy 
valiey directly in front of “Little Round Top,” at the 
battle of Gettysburg, where I had the pleasure of see- 
ing the subject of Surgeon Gardner’s ‘‘ Cynographic 
Sketch,” named ‘‘ Jack,” (given in your edition of 
Nov. 21), figure in the midst, possibly, of the severest 
musketry fire ever experienced by the Regular Infantry 
during the war. 

It will be recollected that the Fifth Corps, General 
Sykes, was advanced from the ‘ Horse Shoe forma- 
tion of Hills,” for the purpose of rendering assistance 
to General Sickles, who had moved too far to the front. 
Some estimate may be formed of the severity of the 
engagement that ensued, from the following tabulated 
statement of the losses sustained by the Fifth Corps, 
prepared from the reports rendered previous to our 
pushing westward after Lee’s retreating forces: 

First division—Officers, 17 killed, 50 wounded, 1 
missing; Privates, 151 killed, 529 wounded, 145 miss- 
ing; went into the fight: 239 officers, 3,298 privates. 

Second division—Officers, 10 kiiled, 55 wounded, 
0 missing; Privates, 142 killed, 742 wounded, 47 miss- 
ing; went into the fight: 222 officers, 3,089 privates. 

Third division—Officers, 3 killed, 16 wounded, 0 
missing ; Privates, 25 killed, 162 wounded, 2 missing; 
went into the fight: 217 officers, 2,811 privates. 

Artillery brigade—Officers, 1 killed, 1 wounded, 0 
missing; Privates, 8 killed, 31 wounded, 0 missing; 
went into the fight: 19 officers, 533 privates. 

My attention happened to be called more especially 
to the Eleventh Infantry, Second Division (at present 
merged in the Sixteenth Infarftry and serving some- 
where in the Southwest), which marehed into the fight 
22 officers and 231 privates strong. Of these, 5 officers 
were killed outright, and three severely wounded ; 
whilst of the enlisted men, 17 were killed and 85 
wounded. I regret I am not able to give the losses 
sustained by the other skeleton regular regiments. 





They were, however, I think, correspondingly heavy, 


It was whilst we were standing in line of 
old Tenth Infantry being on the right of the 
that I observed our little friend, ‘* Jack,” 
of his companions in arms, behaving a 
could not sufficiently express my surprise, at 
at seeing a little dog present on such a bl 
hotly-contested field. I am, indeed, glad that 
Gardner saw fit to make him the subject of 
truly interesting article. 

Apropos of ‘‘ Jack.” It is related that on the 
sion of a street parade or procession in which a 
tion of his regiment Sigured, in the city of New York, 
after peace had been declared, he was descried by the 
vigilant eye of the police quietly tru at the 
ofacompany. Natural] ing n the light of 
an intruder, they were about to institute measures for 
his immediate elimination, when they were emphati- 
cally ordered to ‘‘Ground clubs! that Jack was a vet- 
eran of the war, and was permitted to join in the 
route-step whenever he felt so inclined !” 

Not a few officers of the Eleventh but will recollect the 
huge Newfoundland or St. Bernard at Fort Indepen- 
dence, Boston Harbor, that daily welcomed the arri- 
val of the tug-boat at the wharf, a custom kept up by 
him for years; or the Pointer at Camps Winder and 
Grant, near Richmond, Va., whose custom it was to 
attach himself regularly to each new officer of the day 
marching on, Pn continuing with him during his tour 
of duty. Poor fellow! He would be sadly put to his 
trumps to recognize an officer of the day now-a-days. 

The Seventh Cavalry, Fifth Infantry, as well as some 
of the Third Infantry, will recollect “Artillery Jack” 
at Fort Leavenworth, who invariably took Penge 
beside Ordnance Sergeant Kelly at the morning and 
evening gun-fire, charging to the front after each ex- 
plosion, as though enguaet in hunting for dead birds. - ° 

But enough of the canines. Bow-wow. 
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THE WASTE OF WAR. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: 1 notice in a late number of the ARMY AND 
Navy JOURNAL a statement of the waste of horses in 
the Franco-Prussian war, and its effect as now felt in 
France. Some idea of the similar but greater waste in 
our own service during the Rebellion may be ered 
by extracts from two official letters from the - 
master-General, as follows : 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFI f 
WasHineTon, July 7, 1863. 
By telegraph to Col. Thompson, Aide-de-Camp, Harrisburg, Pa. : 

Stop all horses comin en, = Harris towards Washing- 
ton, and send them to General Ingalls for the Army of the Po 
tomac. He will need 2,000 cavalry and 1,500 artillery horses im- 
meee. * * Captain Wilson ought to be able to 
at Harris ure from the refugee horses, and it sppears to me to 
be a time when those who are unwilling to sell should be com- 


pelled to sell to the country. 
M. C. Mrics, Quartermaster-General. 


UARTERMS STER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
@ Wasurneron, August 4, 1868. 
Col. Thompgon, Aide-de-Camp, Chambersburg, Pa. : 

CoLonzL: * * * With all the efforts the Department has made 
West and East, there are 3,500 dismounted cavalry men of the 
Army of the Potomac, for whom we have on only t 
hun and fifty horses to-day. The waste is fearful. 
are now nearly twelve thousand disabled horses at Washington, 
Frederic, and with the Army of the Potomac. 

Very respectfully, etc., é 
M. C. Mzics, Quartermaster-General. 
Dec. 27, 1874. ‘* KNICKERBOCKER.” 








THE PHRASE MUSTANG. 
To the Hditor of the Army and Navy Journal ; 


Sr: In your paper of Dec. 5, under this head, your 
correspondent “B. A.,” gives the origin and appr ica- 
tion of the term ‘‘ Mustang,” as used during the Mexi- 
can war. There is no doubt of the correctness of this 
statement. He, however, goes on to say that the new 
regiments (the Mustangs) “ were generally inferior to 
the volunteer regiments,” and that this was a ‘‘ pro- 
verbial remark in Mexico.” This assertion be 
disputed, and I can hardly believe that ‘‘B. A.” in- 
tended to say it. 

I have always heard exactly the opposite stated, and 
have been told that Governor Marcy remarked that the 
new regiments were more effective, less costly than the 
State organizations, and that on any future occasion 
Sarge troops that he would recommend the employ- 
ment of forces raised on the same plan as that used for 
the additional regiments. 

‘“B. A.” gives as one of the reasons for the efficien: 
of the State organizations, that they were wellofficarel ‘ 
many being commanded by ex-officers of the a” 
etc. I feel assured that an a of the ne 
will show that the proportion 0: tary men, (those 
who had a military training) who held commissious in 
the additional regiments was greater than in the State 
organizations. 

As a general rule, all the officers of the volunteers 
were elected by the men, while in the new 
they were appointed by the President of the United 
States. This single thing alone would prove, it seems 
to me, the inaccuracy of ‘‘B. A.’s” statement. A 
regiment having its vacancies filled by the elective ays- 
tem, carries with it a fatal defect. This was the 
tem in use in the State organizations serving in 
Mexican war, and was in a great measure the cause of 
their low state of discipline. 

It was my fortune to seek both systems, in,camp, in 
garrison, on the march, and in action, and in every 
case, the new regiments were in no way.inferior to 
the other. Moreover, in Mexico, I never heard their 
superiority even questioned. 

A MEXICAN CAMPAIGNER. 





A LEA FOR WARRANT OFFICERS. 
To the Battor of the Army and Navy Journal: 
Sire: In these times of reforms, ‘Naval 





k Reserve” 
agitations, etc,, andwhile attempts are being made by 
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late officers of the Navy to bring about a greater re- 
cognition of their pom! Ba than hes already been ac- 
corded them, it occurs to me that the warrant officers 
in the Navy, numbering aay two hundred (on the 
active list), can, without rendering themselves liable to 
the —_ of immodesty, at least ask that their status 
be to something commensurate with the value 
and nature of the services which they render. 

The raising of the status of warrant officers cannot 
possibly assail or impair the honor which attaches it- 
self to the position of line officers, for no One can for a 
moment dispute that to them belongs the honor which 
has always attended the profession. 

We are now ‘‘’twixt wind and water,” and perhaps 
ought to sink, but we still cling to the ho at ulti- 
mately we shall receive what we think we deserve, and 
until that time comes we will try to keep afloat. 

Peritio PRINCIPI. 














“THE AGAVE AMERICANA. 
70 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sr: I observe in the JouRNAL of October 34th last, 
a letter from Brevet Major-General Godfrey Weitzel, 
major of enginners, U. 5. Army, in reference to the 
Ae Americana as an anti-scorbutic. 
ving introduced that plant as an anti-scorbutic, to 
the notice of the profession, I would invite the atten- 
tion of those interested in this subject to a report I 
made to the Surgeon General, U.S. Army, May 7, 1851, 
which can be found in the New York Journal of Medi- 
cine, for the month of September, in that year. Very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. Purin, Surgeon U. 8. Army. 


: Derrorr, Micuiean, Dec. 15, 1874. 
General W. T. Sherman, Headquarters Army of the United 
States, St. Louis, Mo. ; 

GENERAL : Since writing you the letter of October 
10, relating to the virtue of the Agave Americana as an 
anti-scorbutic, I have learnt that Dr. Glover Perin, 
U. 5. Army, was the doctor who first called attention 
to it. 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of his report, 
dated Fort McIntosh, Texas, May 7, 1851, to General 
Lawson. I think it only right, in justice to Dr. Perin, 
that this should receive, through the columns of the 
Army AND Navy JouRNAL, the same publicity which 
my letter of October 10 received ; for his discovery 
saved great many lives in my command. 

Very cnectly, etc., 
G. WerTzEL, Major of Engineers, U. 8. A. 











CHANGES IN THE NAVAL UNIFORM. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: The Navy Department, by a recent order, have 
made some sensible changes in the sieeve stripes of 
lieutenants and lieutenant-commanders, and also the 
seam stripe for the full dress trowsers of officers. 
Why not extend it to the lower grades, particularly 
that of ensign? Abolish the present cumbersome and 
inappropriate shoulder knot for the more significant 
strap as worn prior to 1869 on the undress coat of 
that grade. Allow’ ensigns and midshipmen the 
cocked hat, and make eur full dress such that on oc- 
casions when it is worn aboard ship or ashore it will 
not be half one thing and two-thirds of another. 

Ensigns might wear with full dress their present 
army-marine shoulder knots, but why not give them 
the scales of the epaulette ? and when promoted they 
could attach the bullion tags. As ensigns perform 
equivalent service with sub-lieutenants in foreign 
services let them wear the half-inch stripe for the 
sleeve, and masters the half-inch and quarter-inch 
stripes. 

Junior Naval SERVICE. 








Dr. E. H. ABADIE, oe in the United States 
Army, died in St. Louis early on the morning of Dec. 
22d, under somewhat mysterious circumstances. The 
Democrat of that city says: ‘Sunday afternoon he 
called on his son, Mr. Eugene 8. Abadie, residing in 
the western part of the city. Returning about 6 
o'clock, he alighted from a car in front of his residence, 
und, it is surmised was knocked down by a passing 
vehicle. Two gentlemen helped him into the house. 
The doctor evidently did not suppose he was injured, 
and passed a quiet ae. Monday serious symptoms 
were manifested, and he said something about a 
bu The remark led Mrs. Abadie to believe her 
husband had been run over, and a call from one of the 
tlemen who aided him into the house, to inquire 
into his condition, confirmed the supposition. ; 
Hodgen and Papin, and Surgeon C. T. Alexander, of 
Army Headquarters, were summoned, but their eftorts 
to save life were unavailing. About 3 o’clock Monda' 
afternoon their patient passed into « comatose condi- 
tion, from which he never recovered. Dr. Abadie 
leaves a widow and three grown sons to mourn his 
loss. One of his sons is studying engineering in 
Europe, and the other two reside in this city, one of 
them, Eugene S. Abudie, holding the position’ of con- 
tracting f t agent for the Iron Mountain Railroad 
Company. At the tice of his death Dr. Abadie was 
about sixty years of age. He was born in France, and 
after arriving in this conntry was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon in 1836. Since that time he has been con- 
stantly connected with the Regular Army. He served 
in the Mexican war and received his commission as 
surgeon in 1853. At the outbreak of the rebellion he 
was serving on the Texas frontier, and when the 
officers of his ——— joined their fortunes to the 
Southern cause he, with many of his fellow officers, 
was taken prisoner, but soon afterward released by 
e or exchange. For some time past he has been 
rataer feeble th. He had only resided in this 
eity for a brief period.” 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


ARSENAL 





Janvaky.—Friday, 8th, 7ist 
Monday, llth, 68th regiment; Wednesday, 13th, 8th regi- 
ment; Thursday, 14th, Battery K, First division ; Monday, 
a Seventy-first regiment ; Wednesday, 20th, Seventy- 
ninth regiment ; Thursday, dist, Eighth regiment ; Mon- 
day, 25th, Sixty-ninth regiment ; Tuesday, 26th, Fifty-fifth 
comment 5 Wednesday, 27th, Twelfth regiment ; Thursday, 
28th, Eighth regiment. ; 

TuirTy-sECOND InFANTRY.—On Wednesday evening, 22d 
inst., this regiment was reviewed by Major-General Wooa- 
ward, commanding the nd division, preparatory to his 
farewell to the division, on assuming the office of Inspector- 
General. The regiment assembled at the armory in Wil- 
liamsburgh about 8 p.m. The formation was much more 
rapid than it used to be. ‘The Thirty-second has reaped 
some benefit from the hard work given them by Colonel 
Roehr and Lieutenant-Colonel Ruger. The review was 
carefully and well executed, the salutes good, and the align- 
ments excellent. When the line again formed, Captain 
by ny aay Lutz was called forward to receive the medal 
won by him at Creedmoor last fall for the best marksman- 
ship in the Second division, General Woodward addressed 
him as follows : 

Captain Lutz: A very pleasant duty has been imposed on 
me by your colonel this evening—that of calling you to the 
centre of your regiment and presenting you with the medal 
won by you at the fall meeting at Creedmoor, as} the very 
best shot in the Second division. In thus proving your- 
self ‘‘ first shot” of the division you have won a distinction, 
the idea of which this medal does not fully convey to those 
who may curiously glance at it, as it decorates your breast, 
for you contended for it with men whose reputation as shots 
is world wide ; and yet this regiment—the best German or- 
ganization in the National Guard—has the honor of en- 
rolling you among its members. Until recently the mem- 
bers of the National Guard had no possible means of ac- 
quiring thorough knowledge of the weapon they carried 
but the National Guard have now a suitable place, and wi 
hereafter enjoy the privilege of practicing at their pleasure. 
He offered the medal hoping to enhance the interest in 
marksmanship in the National Guard, and trusted it would 
incite others to aspire to a similar distinction. 

The general then stepped toward the captain and attached 
the medal to his breast, resuming his position during a 
flourish of music and the —- of the audience. 

‘Whon quiet was restored Captain Christopher Lutz briefly 
replied, thanking the general and hoping that every man in 
the regiment would do his best to beat him at shooting 
with the rifle. ; 

The battalion drill that followed attracted a great deal of 
applause from the audience, and showed considerable im- 
provement over former efforts. It was closed with the 
firings, where Colonel Roehr has been especially careful. 
After drill came dress parade, where our old and new friend 
Karcher, major, captain, and adjutant, officiated in the last 
capacity once more. The dress parade was generally cor- 
rect in all particulars. After the parade came a ball for the 
dancing men, and a banquet for the officers and guests. 
At the banquet General Woodward took a formal leave of 
his division. Colonel Roehr having proposed his health, 
the general rose to reply. He rem Hg the gentlemen pre- 
sent for the favorable manner in which his name had been 
received. It did his heart good to see the entente cordiale 
between the different commands of the Second division. 
Twenty years ago when he joined the National Guard all 
the interest centered in the company, as in each regiment 
of ten companies there were ten different uniforms, so that 
all the military pride was company pride. With the adop- 
tion of a regimental uniform, however, arose gradually a 
regimental pride, which afterward extended to the brigade, 
and in the Second division, he was happy to say, it became 
a division pride. Among other things necessary to keep u 
this brigade and division prides more attention from head- 
quarters, and when in his new position he should seek by 
every means in his power to impress that upon the authori- 
ties. He would now take the occasion to say farewell to the 
Second division. He could not do so in a more appropriate 
eg than in presence of the regiment under his command 

‘om its organization, whose growth he had watched with 

ride. He felt oppressed with a feeling of sadness at this 

reaking up of ties, which had so long existed, his staff 
espcially being] like a family circle, and the separation 
from them seemed very hard ; so, too, the separation from 
his brigade and regimental comanders. But the appoint- 
ment had been tendered him in such a manner that he 
could not ey decline it. As inspector-general he 
would be no fault finder, but hoped that while he retained 
all his old friends in his old sphere, he should make as good 
in his new field of duty. 

General Meserole and Colonel Austen, of the Forty- 
seventh, then each had a little joke about the successor in 
command of the Second division, and each promised that 
he would not resign if he did not get promoted. We pre- 
sume that they would not be quite so “‘ resigned ” if they did 
not feel that each has a d ery | sure thing, and it is lucky 
for the Second division that it has officers of such character 
to fall back on. 

The dancing continued till past midnight, but after the 
qpealins the guests,withdrew. They included Colonel 

oodward, Major Isaac T. Bissell, Colonel W. H. Beebe, 
Colonel Ira L. Beebe, Colonel be sae Colonel John B. 
Fay, and Major Dodge, of General Woodward's staff ; Cap- 


iment, 


tains Evans, in, Manning and Van Mater, of General 
Meserole’s staff, Colonel David E. Austen and Major John 
Timmes. 


Company B, SeventH Inrantry.—The members of this 
company assembled for drill at the arsenal, Wednesday, 
December 30, at 8p. m. There were no drills of the com- 

ursday, December 24 and Thursday, December 


y on 
ah The following named members of the company are will 


honorably mentioned as having attended all the drills dur- 
ing the season of 1873-74 : First Sergeant G. A. Jones, Ser- 
geants 8. E. Ware and G. W. i Corporals G. H. Tal- 
man, W. R. Bostwick, W. U. Reynolds and A. W. Conover, 
and Privates W. B. burus, 8. B. Bostwick, G. M. Baretto, 
F. A. H. K. Bryan, H. M. Baker, W. K. Freeman, T. C. Hall, 
T. W. Linton, T. D. Mather, P. H. am J. G. MeMickin, 
G. Oier, A. E. Oatman, J. H. Page, F. Storer, W. R. Spen- 
cer, F. C. Wright, J. W. Wenman, and A, C, Zabriskie. All 
of the above members liable to detail are excused therefrom 
for one year. The drill on hee oy aye | will be noticed next 
mes on account of our early day of going to press this 
week. : 

Forty-SEVENTH InFANTRY.—The members of this command 
will assemble in fatigue uniform and white cross-belts at 
the armory for drill and instruction as follows: The regi- 
ment on Wednesday, January 6, 1875: Companies B GF, 
C, and A (right wing), on Thursday, January 14; Wednes- 
day, January 27 ; Tuesday, February 16 ; Pees emty 
26. Companies K. I, E, and D (left wing), on Friday, Jan- 
uary 15; Tuesday, January 26; Wednesday, February, 
17; Monday, March 1. Assembly at 8 vp. m. Lieuten- 
an onel A. H. Rogers is de to command at the 
drills of the right wing, Major W. W. Brownell at the drills 


, 


of the left wing. After February 1 commanding officers of 
companies will devote a portion of each company drill night 
(not less than twenty minutes) to instruction in loading and 
firing, Upton, page 68, and following. This course will be 
prevaratory to wing and regimental drills; target practice, 
with ball cartridge, will follow, with recorded scores, which 
will be published, showing the relative standing of members 
of each company. The following changes in the command 
are announced: Henry N. Meeker yey left general 
guide, vice A. W. Giroux, promoted. thur Guthrie elected 
first lieutenant Company A, vice John C. Rogers, resigned ; 
Peter I. Hoffman, second lieutenant Company A, vice Ar- 
thur Guthrie, yrepens ; George A. Phelan, first lieuten- 
ant Company C, vice George H. Streat, promoted; Wm. H. 
Brownell, captain Company E, vice John D. Brownell, re- 
signed; John A. Edwards, first heutenant Company E, vice 
Win. H. Brownell, promoted; R. P. Morle, first. lieutenant 
Company F, vice Henry 8. Dunn, resigned ; Edward F. 

Gaylor, second lieutenant, Company K, vice John B. Brown, 

resigned. Captain Lee Nutting, of Company I, has resigned. 

There have been discharged from the command William J. 

Wells, first sergeant Company B; Milton B. Van Zandt, 

private Company A; John Housman and Peter Kinsey, of 
Company D ; Geo. Butler and Henry C. Boswell, of Compa- 

ny E; Alex. 8. Gombers, first sergeant Company C, by ex- 

piration of term of service ; and Solomon Monday, of Com- 

any D, for physical disability. C. F. Harrington and Jas. 

Nansen, privates Company A, have been expelled for 

habitual neglect of duty. The following non-commissioned 

officers have lately received their warrants: George A. 

Wetherbee and Wm. H. Scott, sergeants Company A; C. J. 

Holinbuist, sergeant Cmoeny B; Albert Scott, corporal 

ome yd A; Carl E. L. Hinrichs and Geo. L. Fielding, cor- 

porals Company E. 


Srventy-First InFANtTRY.—The left wing of this regiment 
held a battalion drill at the arsenal on Tuesday night, the 
22d inst. Five companies were represented, but the at- 
tendan*e was so small (one company having only two and 
a half tiles) that they were equalized into four commands, 
each having a front of only eight files. There was consid- 
erable unnecessary delay im equalizing the battalion, and it 
was 8:35 p. m. before the line was finally formed. The bat- 
talion went through the semblance of an undress parade, 
but as the colors were in the left centre company, and thu 
men were not brought toa ‘parade rest,” the cclonel very 
properly dismissed the parade, and had it reformed. This 
second attempt was not much better, the companies comin; 
to a parade rest successively as on dress parade, contrary 
to tactics, and the captain on the left flank advancing his 
company left in front, forming on the battalion line without 
countermarching, getting, by this means, the right ot his 
company where the left ought to be, with his shortest 
files in the middle of the wing, and in this odd style 
going through nearly the whole of the drill. 

Colonel Vose, who had little or no assistance from his 
field or staff officers, drilled the battalion in several move- 
ments, such as ‘double column, fours right and left ;” 
“right and left front into line ;” “‘ breaking by file from 
columns of fours and companies,” etc. ; some of the move- 
ments being fairly executed, others poorly. The marching 
was indifferent—the stepping off and halting not being per- 
formed with anything like proper promptness. The latter 
half of the drill was executed with arms, some of the ser- 
geants with fixed bayonets, others without. The battalion 
movements mentioned above were then repeated, and as 
the arms seemed to give some steadiness to the men, were 
better done by the rank and file; but some of the com- 
mandants of companies forgot the rules for successive for- 
mations, and neglected to bring their companies to a sup- 
port on coming into line. On one occasion indeed, when 
the colonel gave the command, ‘‘ Carry arms” it was only 
necessary for one company to do so. Two intervals were 
devoted to the manual of arms. This was tolerable ex- 
cept for one thing, the charging of bayonets by some of the 
file closers. At the command, ‘Rear open order,” there 
being no field or staff officers to dress the rear rank and file- 
closers, that part of the movement had to be dispensed 
with. Some of the minor errors we have not touched on. 

Perhaps we expected too much from the left wing of the 
Seventy-first, but as things were on Tuesday night we can- 
not compliment the members very much on their drill. It 
is really a pity that a command with such good material and 
such a record as this regiment has should be so inaccurate 
in 30 many points. A great many faults need correction, 
and the sooner it is done the better for the regiment. 
Colonel Vose gains ono decided advantage, in taat_he 
knows where his heaviest work in the future will lie. It is 
probably in the left wing ; still more pee in the com- 

any that has no more self-respect than to allow itself to 

represented at a wing drill by only five men. Some- 
thing must be radically wrong either in the company com- 
mander or his men when this is possible. One thing every 
man in the regiment must remember, whether he looks at 
it in a military or social light. The latter, in New York 
city, is generally regarded as the most important to our 
National Guardsmen. Nothing but social — has made 
the Seventh regiment the marvel of drill which it is, with 
every reservation on minor points allowed. In former 
times the same pride animated the Seventy-first, and made 
it what it was once. For some years it has suffered under 
acloud of apathy and coldness, from which it has lately 
emerged, and the assumption of a conspicuous head-dress 
is a bold step towards the front rank to which the Seventy- 
first may ein, if the members choose. But there is 
only one step from the sublime to the ridiculous. So sure 
as the regiment ee on its next street parade in bear- 
skin shakos it wi the target of hostile and eavious crit- 
icism from every regiment in the First division. That 
next parade will very likely be on Washington’s Birthday, 
and only three or four drills remain before that day, on 
which to decids the question of a success that shall com- 
pel praise from proverbially envious critics, or a failure that 
ill make the officers and members of the regiment the 
social butt of a hundred mortifying jokes. It remains 
with company officers and members alone to decide this 
question. Colonel Vose, from all we have seen of him at 
work, seems to be devoted, heart and soul, to his regiment, 
and to be an excellent tactician. The sole trouble, appa- 
rent on the surface, is a want of proper support from ! . 
officers, an apathy and laziness, rather than ill will, we 
is, to the last degree, discouraging. Will the new year te 
a different story with the Seventy-first? We shall see. 


American RiFxe AssocraTion oF WESTCHESTER COUNTY.— 
This ginfant association, an offshoot and nursling of the 
parent National Rifle Association, held it’s first proper 

rize meeting on Christmas Day, at it’s temporary range, 
Mount Vernon. The success attained was most gratifying, 
the attendance, being large, the shooting excellent, and the 
feeling of all present being of the most pleasant descrip- 
tion. Of course, in an infant association, slenderly pro- 
vided with means, at it’s first match, there were many 
inconveniences and privations, but the cordiality and help- 
ful spirit shown by the visitors to the range covered over 
these imperfections and tended to set the worried managers 
at their ease. The early trains to Mount Vernon brought 
quite a little crowd to the range, prominent among whom 





were Colonel Scott of the Eighth, Captain Barker of Com- 
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ny F, same regiment,-and a complete team of 
The Eighth. The Sixty-ninth sent Captain J. J. O’Kelly, 
the Twelfth was represented by Sergeant W. G. Burton, 
the Thirty-second by Lieutenant-Colonel Ruger and Ca 
tain Lutz, Connecticut by Colonel 8. J.. Fox, A. A. G., while 
civil life counted Mr. Bethel Burton among it’s numerous 
exponents. Rifles of all sorts were represented, from the 
old Maynard sporting, with it’s string of primers, to the 
modern perfection of weapon represented by Remington 
breech-loaders and Ward Burton magazine carbines. One 
or two natives of the rural solitudes of Mount Vernon 
looked aghast at the uniforms and rifles piling into the 
sleigh at the depot, and then disappeared into the nearest 
cottage, to tell Maria Jane that the soldiers were coming. 
Some delay in the matches was occasioned by the failure of 
the range committee to have ammunition very J in time; 
but about 11 a. m., Colonel Scott fired the first shot in the 
Military Match, and the firing soon became general. The 
four markers were kept hard at work from that time till 
nearly dark, excepting for a short intermission at noon, 
and the result was every way satisfactory. Good shooting 
begets good shooting, and Colonel Scott had opened with a 
rattling score. The appearance of the range itself was in- 
spiriting, it being in a little sheltered hollow in a grove, 
with a general air of Christmas festivity about the evergreens 
that separated the targets from each other, and the roar- 
ing bonfire that blazed behind the firing point. No matter 
how cold the wind blows elsewhere, that little hollow is 
always snug and comfortable. As the day advanced, the 
crowd increased, and the pool target was kept in vigorous 
operation all day. The final result of the matches was as 
tollows : 


I, LADIES’ MATCH, 


Conpitions.—200 yards; any rifle; standing ; champion 
shooting for lady ; five shots; h. p. s., 25. 

ist Prize.—The ‘‘ Johnston Cup” of silver, presented by 
Johnston the Jeweller, corner Bowery and Broome street , 
winner, Mrs. Haubenstel; champion, Sergeant Haubenstel, 
Eighth regiment ; weapon, Remington military rifle ; score, 
4343 4—18. 

2p Prize.—Opera glass, presented by Colonel John T. 
Underhill, Twenty-seventh regiment ; winner, Mrs. T. M. 
Henderson ; champion, T. M. Henderson ; weapon, Ward 
Burton magazine carbine ;, score, 4 4 3 2 5—18. 

8p Prize. —Pickle jar, silver and crystal, presented by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Huss, Twenty-seventh regiment ; 
winner, Miss Henderson; champion, Bethel Burton; 
weapon, Ward Burton magazine carbine ; score, 5433 2—17. 


II, MILITARY MATCH. 
Conpitions.—National Guardsmen, in uniform, military 


rifle ; 200 yards ; standing , five shots; h. p. s., 25. 

lst Prize.— Life membership American Rifle Association, 
value $25; winner, Captain Edward Barker, Eighth regi- 
ment ; weapon, Remington military rifle ; score, 443 44—19, 

2p Prize.—Presented by John Boylan, Esq., of Grand 
street ; winner, Colonel George D. Scott, Eighth regiment ; 
weapon, Remington military rifle; score, 245 5 3—19. 

3p Prize.—Presented by Messrs. Baker and McKenney of 
Grand street; winner, Captain Christopher Lutz, Thirty- 
second regiment ; weapon, Remington military rifle , score, 
45442—19. 


III. ALLCOMERS’ MATCH. 
Conpitions.—Any rifle ; 200 yards; standing ; five shots 


. p. 8., 25. 

ee PrizE.—Oil painting, “A summer day on the beach 
at Larchmount,” by Edward Gay, Esq., N. A., value $75, 

resented by the artist; winner, Sergeant T. Murphy, 
Lighth regiment ; weapon, Remington military rifle ; score, 
4455 422. 

2p Prize.—Order for stock of trees, shrubs, fruits, etc., 
to stock a country house, value $50, presented by J. W. 
Coburn and Co., Eastchester; winner, Colonel George D. 
Scott, Eighth regiment ; weapon, Remington military rifle ; 
score, 34543. -19. 

3p Prizxe.—Life membership in American Rifle Associa- 
tion, value $25; winner, T. M. Henderson ; weapon, Ward 
Burton magazine carbine ; score, 4 4 3 43—18. 

4ru PrizE.—Meerschaum cigar holder, value $15, pre- 
sented by Major G. G. De Witt, Twenty-seventh regiment; 
winner, Mr. Bethel Burton; weapon, Ward Burton maga- 
zine carbine ; score, 4 4 2 5 3—18. 

The net result of the Pool Match was by consent to be 
given to the highest score made therein. It was won by 
Sergeant W. G. Burton of the Twelfth regiment ; weapon, 
Ward Burton magazine carbine; score, 4 3 2 5 3—18. 

Altogether, the shooting was very creditable, and the 
number of good scores made, outside of the prize winners, 
was remarkable, The Association intends to hold a second 
prize meeting.on Washington’s Birthday, either at the 
present or at a larger range, for which they are in negotia- 
tion. For military matches and practice at short range 
during the cold winter weather, their present range 

ossesses many advantages, on account of it’s easy accessi- 

ility and the sheltered locality. Should the next match 
be only at the same distance, still better scores may be ex- 
pected, as practicing at a specialty, like two hundred yard 
shooting, speedily developes greater skill. We should not 
be surprised to see several strings of bull’s-eyes made on 
Washington’s Birthday, and if the Twelfth and Twenty- 
second take a hand iu, the rivalry will most probably be 
quite keen, 


Sixty-nintH Inrantry.—This regiment assembled for 
battalion drill at the arsenal on Tuesday evening, December 
29, at 8 Pp. m., Colonel Cavanagh in command. The men 
were generally on time, but it was fully half an hour before 
the line was formed. The equalizing of militia regiments 
in the old fashioned style consumes a great deal of time 
that — be much more profitably employed in drill, and 
it would be a good-thing for any regiment that should 
introduce the way provided for in the new tactics, which 
has stood the test of experience at West Point for so many 
years. Finally, with eight commands, nominally of eight 
files, really of from seven to twelve, the line was formed. 
This was poorly done. One captain in the right wing and 
one in the left delayed the formation for along time, by not 
taking their proper places, and it might have been well to 
Make the adjutant reform the line. No sooner was the 
command turned over, than the colonel began the manual 
of arms, without giving the adjutant time to get to his 
post. ‘The manual was only fair. The regiment then 
marched in fours round the room twice. The time was 
altogether too quick, the pace nearly four miles an hour, 
and in consequence the rear of the column fell out of step 
constantly, ‘The first movement was, “on the left, close 
column of divisions, right in front.” This is a favorite 
movement in the drill room, and exactly fitted thereto. It 
Was really handsomely done. The men of the Sixty-ninth 
are remarkably fine soldierly looking fellows, their fatigue 

ess neat, and their alignments very good. As a conse- 
qeenee, the appearance of the movement on the march was 
abe imposing. The first and second divisions were notice- 
a y fine, the fourth found great difficulty in keeping any 
~ of front at all. This was the second bad effect of un- 
right lurrying the pace. ‘ Divisions, right forward, fours 

» Was executed as well as the previous ployment, but 


the yp A was rapidly getting worse, till it became a mere 
> Thy 


apply to each movement. The sole fault came from hurry- 
ing the step. The right companies looked well, the left 
r. Finally, column of companies wheeled to the left 
into line. This was not good, as several distances had been 
lost. The colonel dressed to the right, but the color cap- 
tain got things mixed, and began to dress on the centre, 
through not keeping his ears open, which compelled correc- 
tions, and delayed the dressing a full minute. ‘‘ Close 
column on first division left in front,’ and ‘‘on fourth 
division deploy column,” followed. The movements, as 
once pointed out by our correspondent ‘‘ Troop,” are essen- 
tially faulty in field practice before the enemy, but = 
have advantages for a drill room. They were not we 
executed. The officers of divisions did not seem to under- 
stand them, and the guides looked puzzledin the ployment. 
The deployment was much better, except for the third 
division, which got mixed, and came up behind time, the 
captain of the fourth not waiting for it, as he should have 
done, but coming up on the line, leaving a gap to be filled. 
The line was then broken by the left flank, reformed on the 
other side, and broken by ‘fours from the right to march 
to the left.” This was well and haudsomely done. After a 
short rest, double column of divisions was formed, which 
mancuvre was properly executed, but on ‘‘ changing direc- 
tion by the right flank,” the third division, by the fault of 
both captains, divided itself into companies, the company 
in rear had to be brought - to the right by a side step, 
and it was then found that both companies were in their 
wrong places, and had to pass each other again to proper 
places by side step. The marching in line of battle was 
well done, as was also the wheeling by company. The 
latter part of the drill was conducted by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dempsey. In forming divisions from column of companies, 
the seventh company continued the march too far, and 
thus brought the fourth division entirely too close to the 
third. In marching by twos, a great loss of distance was 
noticeable. When the drill was concluded, the colonel 
formed the regiment into a hollow square, and introduced 
Captain Donovan of the Regular Army, formerly major in 
the renowned “Irish Brigade,” Army of the Potomac. 
This officer made a short speech, which was several times 
heartily applauded, on conclusion of which the regiment 
was dismissed. We would remark here that it is hard] 
correct for the men of the different companies to stac 
arms or break ranks until the officers are dismissed by the 
colonel, The men generally seem anxious to learn, and 
with all our fault finding we must say that there is excellent 
material in the regiment, while the officers seem to be full 
of work. We have no doubt that the end of the winter 
will show a great change in the machinery of the Sixty- 
ninth. At present, it squeaks audibly, on account of the 
rust, and needs some oil and more elbow grease to put on 
the proper polish Adjutant Duffy needs to make more 
distinction between his commands of caution and execu- 
tion, and to stick closer to the tactics in his formation of 
the battalion. 


Howitzer Battery, ELEVENTH BricapE.—The annual 
meeting of this battery will be held on Monday evening, 
January 4, 1875, at eight o’clock, when the finance and 
recruiting committees will be prepared to present their 
reports. Officers and non-commissioned officers will meet 
at the battery room on Thursday evening, January 7, 1875, 
at 8 o’clock, 


SxipMoRE Guarps.—The National Guardsmen of New 
York have, most of them, heard of the Skidmore Guards. 
They were organized some years ago as the nucleus of a 
proposed colored regiment, but as yet have not attained to 
the regimental organization, although very ambitious of 
the honor. Whether they ever will attain it now, is an 
open question, the results of the use of colored militia in 
South Carolina and Louisiana not encouraging the idea 
that they are much to be depended on in time of danger. 
In Massachusetts, where there one or two battalions of 
colored troops, their behavior is excellent, and their drill is 
on the whole better than that of the whites ; while on sentry 
duty they are far ahead of most militia. To return to our 
own State and the Skidmore Guards, this organization 
commanded by Captain Andrew Brown, held their first dr 
at the arsenal on Wednesday evening, the 23d inst. The 
roll, for certain good reasons, was not called until 9 o’clock, 
but guards were posted at the at eight, and the time 
from eight to nine was occupied by Drum-Major Pennoyer 
in drilling his drummers, five in number, in marching, 
wheeling, etc. Although the Skidmore Guards are only a 
company organization as yet, that company is supposed to 
be the nucleus of a battalion, and has a small drum corps 
formed in advance, which is in a fair state of discipline. 
The roll was called promptly at the hour named, and we 
may say that in this matter and one or two others the 
**Guards” furnished a good a for some of our white 
organizations. The drill was performed in tull-dress uni- 
form, with white gloves; and the appearance of the com- 
pany was fine. There was a front of twelve files, and after 
marching several times round the room by fours and twos, 
which movements were well and steadily done, the compa- 
ny halted in line, and for a short time went through the 
manuak which was executed fairly, the captain, however, 
ziving the order ‘‘Charge bayonets” with no bayonets 

xed. The evolutions were then resumed, and the wheeling 
by company in double rank was pretty well done. In 
wheeling in single rank and by platoon, however, although 
a straight front was presented, in a number of cases the 
actual pivot was two or three files inside of the pivot flank, 
the pivot man backing in his place to keep the alignment. 
We also noticed that, on the march, when “ right” or ‘‘left 
wheel ” was given, the men commenced the wheel before 
getting the command, “March.” The latter part of the 
drill was devoted to platoon movements in single rank, and 
although the company went through one or two evolutions 
not to be found in Upton, the drill was a good one. One 
movement, however, was very pew 2 executed—that of 
‘* fours right about,” in which we would advise the captain 
to instruct his men, and also to instil a little more accu- 
racy of motion in marching and halting. We would also 
recommend him to place on duty sentries who will not 
hand over their muskets to civilians to exercise with. 


SeparRaTE Troop CavaLRy, ELEVENTH Bricape.—The 
members of this command are ordered to appear in full 
uniform, dismounted, with white gloves, at the Kings 
county eng | corner Stagg street and Bushwick boule- 
vard, on the following evenings, for winter drills : Thurs- 
days, January 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, February 4th, 11th, 
18th, 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th. The roll will be 
called Da ag 4 at 8o’clock. Fine for non-attendance $1 
each drill. The annual meeting of this company will be 
held on Tuesday, January 5, 1875, at the armory, 8 o’clock 
P. M., to elect civil officers and non-commissioned officers. 
Every member will bring his belt and spurs along, or be 
fined 50 cents. 


E1cutTu Inrantry.—This regiment met for battalion drill 
at the arse on the evening of Dec, 28, the line being 
formed at 8:17, The parade was gone through properly, 





although we would like to see the officers when centing, 
keep their hands to their visors, until the salute 


sate 8 a — movies ~~ on sapeaten, and, Re gg ®, ; : rol 
ours again broken from the right, follow y column of | returned. The regiment was composed o! companies, 
eouapanies, formed left front into line. The same remarks | each having a front of eight files, and eas frilca by Lieu- 


tenant-Colonel DowS. Kittle, Col. Scott acting as lieu’ t- 
colonel. The appearance of the men was and the 
drill was on the whole, a creditable one. first move- 
ment was the mar in column of fours, which was done 
a number of times, in pretty good style. Then column of 
fours, ‘‘ break to the right to march to the left,” marchi 

in line, fours left and right about, while in line, etc. W 

the latter movement was being done, (the order being 
fours left about) the first company, by a mistake as to the 
order, marched “right about” instead. The formation of 
line from column was in the main well done, no great loss 
of distance being perceptible. The other movements were 
‘by companies, break from right to march to left,” wheel- 
— | and marching in columns of companies, which was 
well exécuted, although we saw no marker to designate the 
point of wheeling in changes of direction. The forming of 
close column by division, right and left in front, and the 
consequent deployment of column on first and fourth 
divisions was fairly done, with the exception that in one 
instance, the fourth division commenced marching when it 
should have stood fast. These were followed by right of 
division and company, to the rear into column, marching i 
column, and forming division from column of comp: . 
We cannot say that the wheeling by division was et 
done, however. The drill ended with a few minutes devo 

to the manual. ‘The Eighth would do well to perfect them- 
selves more in the manual. The order arms was executed 
with a clatter several times, and when fairly done at other 
times, was done with too much noise. There is no reason 
why ‘order arms” should be done with such a terrific bang, 
but it is hard to make the aa private understand this. 
At the close of the drill, Colonel Scott formed the regiment 
into a hollow square, — inward, to give directions 
about, and distribute tickets for a concert to be given at. 
the armory of the regiment on the evening of (we believe,) 
January 9. Altogether the drill was a vast improvement on. 
the previous efforts of the regiment, which only needs to. 
Te it’s colonel to regain once more it’s glory of the: 
old times, when it used to run the Seventh har 


TWENTY-THIRD INFANTRY.—The second band concert of the 
season took place at the regimental armory, Brooklyn, on Sat- 
urday evening, 26th inst. ‘he storm prevented many from at- 
tending, but still the house was comfortably full. ‘The band, 
under direction of Conterno. performed six selections in fine 
td, after which dancing began, and centinued until near 
midnight. There was quite a large number of the enlisted men 
of the regiment present, but a noticeable absence of officers. 
The next concert takes place on January 9. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Last Wednesday evening Captain Wm. H. Brownell was 
unanimously elected major of the Forty-seventh regiment. 


~-TueE Eighth regiment swept the board clean of prizes on 
Christmas py 


—On Sunday, December 27, Private Edward Finck, of Compa- 
ny A, Thirty-second New York, was buried with military honors. 


— On January 14 Company D, Forty-seventh regiment, Captain 
Conover, will enjoy its annual dinner. ‘*The beverage that 
cheers but does not inebriate ”* will be one of the features. 


— Serceant Morpuy, of the Eighth, has become an art col- 
lector. He has started his gallery with one of Gay’s delicious. 
“* seacoast calm”’ pieces. 


— Tue Norwich City Guard, Company C, Third Connecticut, 
have nominated First Lieutenant A. Henderson captain, 
vice Lathrop, comes, and First Se t George Caryil, first. 
lieutenant, vice Henderson, nomina for captain. ; 


— Companies B, E, and K, of the Fourth Connecticut, being 
the battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Fairchild, will hoid their 
second battalion drill of the season early in January, at the ar- 
mory of Company E, Bridgeport. 


— Brevet Major, ex- Captain and Acting Adjutant Frederick 
Karcher, of the ——— Pickelhaube regiment, will be at 
the armory on New Year's dayfrom 10 to 2 o’clock to receive 
presents, which will be and large ones in 
proportion. 


— Capratn Joun Sweirzer, of Company G, Twenty-eighth 
battalion, has concluded to resign. The company intends to 
elect an “* outsider,’ and in that event the two lieutenants will 
follow the footsteps of their jolly commander. 


— Ligurenant Revusen W. Haney, of the First Section Con- 
necticut Light Artillery, New Britain, has decided to accept the 
captaincy of Company D, First ne, ee has been unsn- 
imously tendered him by the company. ond Lieutenant Bing- 
ham, of Company D, will be Soutnated first lieutenant. 


— Tue election to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resigna- 
tion of Captain Karcher, of the Roehr Guard, Company F, ‘ 
ty-second regiment, did not come off on Tuesday eve! owing. 
to the unavoidable absence of Colonel Roehr. The election was 
postponed until further orders. 

— Ferpinanp June, having served his full term of service, a: 
pit for his discharge, and was promised it when he turned in 

is uniform to Major John Timmes, the commander of Battery 
B, Second division. Jung claims that the uniform was his own. 
Major Timmes complained, and one of the justices of the peace 
in Williamsburgh granted him a warrant on which Jung was ar- 
rested and sentenced on Monday to pay a fine of $50, or go to 
jail two months. Jung d the fine, and nieans to a) and 
make this a test case for future action on the part of members 
of the National Guard. 


ully received, 








Tue Havana Diario dela Marina of Dec. 26th, 
says that Senores Aldama and Aguilera have pur- 
chased two steamers for the purpose of bringing fili- 
bustering expeditions to Cuba. General Jordan is 
to return to the island accompanied by Aguilera, 
and the former will assume chief command of the in- 
surgents, The Diario further states that Aldama 
and his companions intend to re-establish the Cvban 
Junta in New York, with the object of regaining the 
influence and power formerly held by that body, and 
creating a situation in Cuba similar to that existing 
in 1869, by the commission of all possible depreda- 
tions by the insurgents. It says that Captain-Gene- 
ral Concha knows much more of the plans of the 
insurgents than what it now publishes. It gives 
publicity to the foregoing because Concha dislikes 
mysteries. Concha is resolved, as on former occa-~ 
sions, to combat the enemies of Spain everywhere, 

F ‘ —————— 


A communication from the Freedman’s Burean 
branch of the War Department says that since the 
last report no new features have Loon introduced. 
Continued success has marked the hipers: Soo Aad 
fection of the regulations nally estab for 


the conduct of the work inder the Adjutant Gene- 





ral’s Office, 
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London, in competition for the gold medal offered 
by the Council, on the following subject: “On the 
Best Mode of Providing Recruits and forming Re- 
serves for the British army; taking into considera- 
tion its various duties in peace and war.” 


Tre Invalid: Ruse publishes the result of M. L. 
Lovko’s investigation into the sanitary condition of 
European armies, from which it appears that the 
average number of invalids in the Russian army from 
1868 to 1872 was 38.6 per 1,000; in the Prussian 
army in 1869, 41.3; in the English in 1867, 42.7; in 
the Austrian in 1863, 45; in the French in 1867, 50. 
The average duration of illness among the armies is 
in similar proportions, being in Russia, 14.08 days; 
in Prussia, 15.07; in England, 15.5; in Austria, 
16.4; and in France, 18.2. Taking the result with 

to the efficiency of the armies, it appears that 
in Russia 1-26th of the army is on the wrareep unfit 
for service ; in Prussia this proportion is 1 24th; in 
= 1-23d; in Austria, 1-22d; and in France, 
1- % 


Tux order which the Admiralty has given for a 
fresh destruction of vessels, says the London Broad 
Arrow, is rather alarming. e do not mean that 
there is anything gay | in arcs my, Sag s which 
are useless, but such a fact accentuates Mr, Goschen’s 
opinion that, in the course of the past fifty years, the 
progress of ship-building had not kept Le with the 
wear and tear of ships, let alone added to our 
strength. During the late Administration, aoout 
150 ships were sold or destroyed, and now another 
large batch is to be put to the hammer. But the 
most ugly part of the fact is, that we must soon pre- 

ourselves, not only for the destruction of old 
wooden vessels, but of worn-out iron-clads. Several 
are now in a very questionable state, and will, no 
doubt, shortly be disposed of. One thing is clear, 
that before long we shall have to face a large increase 
on the ship-building vote, and the sooner we recog- 


nise this fact, and prepare to accept it, the better. 


Tae English torpedo vessel Vesuvius, as an experi- 
mental vessel to test the Whitehead or fish torpedo, 
was lately taken out of Portsmouth Harbor for a 
trial of her —s over the measured mile in Stokes 
Bay. The Vesuvius is a short and dumpy iron vessel 
of only 241 tons, and, with a draught of water of 7 
feet forward and 8 feet 6 1-2 inches aft, carried her 
sides with but very little to be seen of them above 
the water. Her torpedo tube, which is her submarine 
gun, is fitted in the stem, and is about 4 feet under 
water. Her’ engines are from the manufactory of 
Maudslay, Sons and Field, and are on the inclined 
direct-acting principle, the four cylinders a 
each a diameter of 22 inches, with 15 inches | 
of stroke. Tuey drive two screws of the Griffith 
pattern of three blades each, with a diameter of 6 
feet 6 inches and a pitch of 8 feet. Six runs were 
made over the measured mile in the bay, when the 
remaining portion of the trial had to be postponed 
o to the heating and breaking of a piston-rod 
gland. The runs mace gave the Vesuvius the sub- 
joined s in knots per hour :— 9°231, 8°654, 9°574, 
8°531, 9°863, 8°372—mean speed, 9:098 knots. 


Tur Revue d'Artillerie, published by order of the 
Minister of War in France, contains the report of 
Major Bobillier, of the artillery, on the experiments 
made last year at Creusot in stee!, for the construc- 
tion of cannon. The object of M. Schneider was, of 
course, to produce a metal that should be free from 
the faults of both cast iron and bronze, and, accord- 
ing to the report, this object has been obtained ; for, 
in the words of a communication made by General 
Morin to the Paris Academy of Sciences, on the last 
day of August: “On the one hand accidents like 
those which caused the Russian Government to 
reject a whole material of artillery from the famous 
establishment of Essen are not to be teared with the 
soft steel tried at Creusot; and, on the other, the 
three pieces of 78 m. 6 m.—310 in.—experimented 
on, supported without reaching the limit o7 their 
power of resistance, and without being deformed, 
nearly as much as bronze would have done ander the 
same circumstances, the most severe trials, and to 
which guns of the calibre are never submitted in 
ordinary service.” The experiments are still being 

ursued, but General Morin told the Academy that 
ft might be safely asserted that the establishment at 
Creusot racioen' the necessary elements for the pro- 
duction of cannon in steel, with all the qualities 
demanded for artillery, namely, resistance against 
fracture and deformation. 


M. Tresca, says the Paris correspondent of the 
London Engineer, brought before the Academy of 
an ap invented by M. Hilgard, 

chief of the Geodesic Works in the United States, 
and ted to the Paris Observatory, to determine 
the errors made by various observers in the measure 
of longitude. It is well known that there exists in 
the observation of the passage of a star across the 
field of vision of the telescope a personal error 
dependent on the physical constitution of the 
; this always occurs. Suppose two astrono- 

mers, one at Paris and the er at Marseilles, 


in America, does away with the necessity of such 
double voyage; it registers automatically the pas- 
sage of the star, and gives the value of the personal 
error, All that is then necessary is, to send the 
ap us to one place after it has been used at 
another, and to t the observation when the 
result is corrected by the difference of the two errors. 


“On Monday morning,” says the Levant Herald 
of the 25th Nov., ‘‘ the l'urkish mechanics in charge 
of the engines of one of the large iron-clads (the 
Mahmoudieh, we believe) narrowly escaped being 
boiled. It was necessary to get the ship under way, 
in order that she might proceed to her winter 
quarters inside the bridge. After several fruitless 
efforts to get the engines to move, the mechanics in 
charge, growing impatient, began to try the virtues 
of some of the cocks whose uses they had had no 
previous opportunity of exploring. One of these 
toek the reconnoitring artisans considerably by sur- 
prise, answering their researches with a jet of steam 
which quickly filled the engine-room and scalded 
their hands and faces somewhat severely. Signals 
were at once hoisted for the assistance of English 
engineers from the arsenal, and Galata Tower 
repeated them. Some little delay occurred, and 
meanwhile the mechanics on board solved the ques- 
tion and got the engines to revolve, so that when 
the Englishmen arrived they were not allowed to go 
down into the engine-room, the natives naturally 
eye the reap the glory of a feat over which they 
had risked their lives and burned their fingers. Two 
of the Imperial Princes were on board, and we are 
told, inquired what was amiss in the engine-room 
and who was to blame. No one knew precisely what 
was amiss except that the engines would not turn, 
and that the mechanics had parboiled themselves in 
their endeavors to move them, but the blame was 
promptly laid upen the English engineer who was 
dismissed trom the ship several months ago. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Londor Times writes: 
‘*The committee of the Reichstag, after a prolonged 
discussion of the landsturm bill, has come to a 
definite resolution rejecting clause 3, which allows 
the government to incorporate landsturm battalions 
into the landwehr. If the Reichstag adopts this 
decision it will destroy the marrow of the scheme, 
and thejgovernment, surprised and a little irritated at 
the determination of the committee, is, of course, 
reparing an energetic opposition to it. There is no 
doubt that the Reichstag will reject the resolution of 
the committee, for it will understand that this would 
be almost tantamount to the rejection of the entire 
bill. It will be remembered that 400 millions of the 
war indemnity were reserved for the restoration ot 
the war matériel disorganised durmg the campaign. 
It was necessary to provide for the requirements of 
363 batteries and 166 columns of munitions. Provyi- 
sion has been made in the course of this year for 196 
batteries and 118 columns of munition; 348 light 
field guns have been ordered of Krupp, and 1,830 
heavy guns, 2,538 gun carriages, 2,530 limbers, 2,045 
wagons for 94 columns of artillery munitions, 4,356 
wagons for 363 batteries, 77,213 chests for projectiles, 
84,347 cases for cartrid etc. The munitions 
required for 278 field batteries for the reserve for the 
k of munitions is estimated at 325,000 shrapnel 
shells, 50,000,000 cavalry balls to fill these shells, 
458,072 cartridges, 814,068 grenades, 2,809,310 kilo- 
grammes of coarse powder, and 384,120 metres of 
silk. All this has been manufactured during the 
mage year. Forty guns of 12 centimetres diameter 

ave also been cast; 40 short guns of 15 centimetres, 
with their carriages, 1,295 gun-carriages have been 
adapted for siege guns, and 137 steel guns of 15 
centimetres, and 723 bronze guns of 12 and 15 centi- 
metres have been transformed.” 


WE remarked, some months ago, says the London 
Army and Navy Gazette, that an arrangement had 
been devised in the Laboratory Department of the 
Royal Arsenal, at Woolwich, to overcome the diffi- 
culty hitherto ea ag in the proper manipula- 
tion of heavy ordnance, owing to the tendency of the 
— to move forward in the bore when the gun 
being run out, particularly when firing point blank 
or at angles of depression. The plan submitted for 
approval was to secure the shot in its place, after 
rammed home, by means of a “ wedge wad,” 
consisting of two wooden wedges fastened together 
by a piece of curved cane about six inches long. 
The wedges were six and a-half inches long, the 
vases being square in section, with one and a quarter 
inch sides. The wad was passed up the bore of the 
gun, and jammed under the projectile by a few 
smart blows of the rammer. About the same time a 
wad, intended to answer the same purpose, was pro- 
_— by the Naval authorities on board the Zzcel- 
. It consisted of a grummet ring, with four 
wooden wedges attached to it. Trials were conse- 
quently instituted at Shoeburyness, by firing shots 
with wads of both patterns, in comparison with a 
series of shots fired without wads, at point blank and 
various slight angles of depression. It was found in 
many instances, when the projectile was not wedged, 
that it ran forward to the extent of 8 or 10 inches. 





each commits his own special 
garory and, to get rid of the difierence resulting fram 


Tn one case, indeed, wher the gun was run out with 


was no occasion on which the projectile shifted for- 
ward in forty rounds. When the naval grummet 
wad was employed, however, there were two in- 
stances of shifting in sixteen rounds. Further ex- 
periments carried on with both descriptions of wad 
on board the Hzcellent seemed to point to the conclu- 
sion that there was not much choice between them. 
The laboratory pattern, nevertheless, if rammed 
home witb the shot, required a special rammer-head ; 
but, of course, this need not be done. After due 
consideration, it has been decided to introduce the 
laboratory pattern into the service, two sizes having 
been approved—one for 9-inch guns and upwards, 
and the other for 8-inch guns and all natures below 
them. This is a decision of some importance, as it 
is certainly a matter of great moment to prevent the 
oecurrence of such dangerous air spaces between the 
shot and the charge. The danger which arises from 
this cause is in itself serious, and it affords another 
proof of the many inconveniences which result from 
the adoption of the muzzle-loading system. Just 
imagine the delay and trouble of wedging the shot 
in action, when the guns are smartly run out, or fired 
at an angle of depression! It was a lamentable out- 
break of service prejudice which led to the hasty 
condemnation of the breech-loading system, and we 
have not the smallest doubt that after the next war 
in which we might be engaged at sea, there will be a 
cry against muzzle-loaders. What becomes of rapid 
firing with all these wedgings and sledgings ? 








SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


THe Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMY AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








Tue Sherman House, Chicago, has always been the 
most popular hotel in that city with Army officers. 
Its recent reluetion of rates will increase this popu- 
larity. 








WE are authorized to say for Messrs. Pomeroy & Co. 
744 Broadway, N. Y., that having perfected their Band 
Trusses, they now send them to patients on trial, sub- 
ject to return if not satisfactory. For particulars, 
write to them, referring to this notice. 








BIRTHS. 


AutpEn.—At Fort Walla Walla, Wash. Ter., Dec. 12, toC. R. 
and Dr. C. H. AtpEn, U. 8. Army, a son. 





MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages rrrry cents each, and the sig- 
nature and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice.] : 

Cassin—STEearns.—At the residence of the bride’s father, 
Longwood, Mass., on the 2ist Dec., 1874, Passed Asst. Surgeon 
Cuar.es L. Cassin, U. 8. Navy, to Emma L., daughter of John 
G. Stearns, Esq. 

Merape—Lewis.—On Thursday, Dec. 10, at St. Luke’s Church, 
Philadelphia, by the Rev. Dr. Currie, Gzornez MEADE and Bessi£ 
. Lewis, daughter of Saunders Lewis, Esq. 
PomLLoN—MiznER.—At Christ Church, Detroit, Mich., on Wed- 
nesday, December 23, by the Rev. John W. Brown, Ricwarp H. 
Powto0N, of New York City, and Juz INe@sRSOLL, youngest 
daughter of Colonel Henry R. Mizner, U. 8. Army. 
Scort—Law.Ess.—At Crab-Orchard, Ky., on the 15th of Dec., 
at the residence of the bride’s parents, by the Rev. M. Elliot, 
Lieut. Jonn Scott, U.S.Army, to Mary L., only daughter of 
J. R. Lawless, Esq. Nocards. 


DIED. 


Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
rate of two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 











BRECKINRIDGE.—At Fort Foote, Md., December 26, Louise D., 
daughter of Major Joseph C. and Louise Breckinridge, aged 
thirteen months and nine days. 

Carter.—At Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, Nov. 30, Lieut. A. 
Brace CarTER, U. 8. Navy (U. 8. 8S. Benicia,) in his 28th year. 
Miutnav.—In New York, Dec. 23, in the 80th year of his age, 
Joun Mi.mav, a native of Baltimore, Md., and father of Jobn J. 
Milhau, Surg. U. S. Army. 


OBITUARY. 
Lines on the Death of Commander Cushing, U. 8. Navy. 


Lo! sad are the ee ary that greet us to-day, 
Another bright — ath sped on its way ! 
In the megeng of life is his gallant heart stilled, 
Whe nobly on earth hath his duty fulfilled ; 
At the call of his Country, foremost to go, 
rg mee her Flag, to the enemy’s woe, 
ith deeds of such daring its honor to save, i. 
That well may we name him “‘ the brave of the brave ! 


Why a we mourn that he’s passed through the 


portal— 
The portal of Peace ? his fame is immortal— 

His record so clear—so radiant with glory, 

Fit subject, henceforth, for song and for story ; 

Due tributes of honor we lay at his grave, 

The noble yon soldier and sailor, so brave ; 

With myrtle and laurel keep verdant the sod 

Where his ashes repose, who has gone to his rw W. 








